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CONSTITUTION
OF THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
(as amended Dec. 15, 1925)
Article I. Narne. This Society shall be called the Historical Society of
New Mexico.
Article 2. Objects and Operation. The objects of the Society shall be,
in general, the promotion of historical studies;, and in particular, the
discovery, collection, preservation, and publication of historical material, especially such as relates to New Mexico.
Article 3. Membership. The Society shall consist of Members, Fellows,
Life Members and Honorary Life Members.
(a) Members. Persons recommended by the Executive Council
and elected by the Society may become members.
(b) Fellows. Members who show, by published work, special
aptitude for historical investigation may· become Fellows. Immediately following the adoption of this Constitution, the Executive
Council shall elect five Fellows, and the body thus created may thereafter elect additional Fellows on the nomination of the Executive
Council. The number of Fellows shall never exceed twenty-five.
(c) Life Members. In addition to life members of the Historical
Society of New Mexico at the date of the adoption hereof, such other
benefactors of the Society as shall pay into its treasury at one time
the sum of twenty-five dollars, or shall present to the Society an
equivalent in books, manuscripts,· portraits, or other acceptable material of an historical nature, may upon recommendation by the
Executive Council and election by the Society, be classed as Life
Members.
(d) Honorary Life Members. Persons who have rendered eminent service to New Mexico and others who have by published work
contributed· to the historical literature of New Mexico or the Southwest may become Honorary Life Members upon being recommended
by the Executive Council and elected by the Society.
Article 4. Officers. The elective officers of the Society shall be a
president, two vice-presidents, a corresponding secretary and· treasurer, and a recording secretary; and these five officers shall constitute the Executive Council with full administrative powers.
Officers shall qualify on January 1st following their election.

I

and shall hold office for the te~m of two years and until their successors shall have been elected and qualified:
Article 5. Elections. At the October meeting of each odd-numbered
year, a nominating committee shall be named by the president of the
Society and such committee shall make its report to the Society at
the November meeting. Nominations may be made from the floor
and the Society shall, in open meeting, proceed to elect its officers
by ballot, those nominees receiving a majority of the votes cast for
the respective offices to be declared ele~ted.
Article 6. Dues. Each Member, upon election, shall pay a fee of
two dollars, which shall include the dues for the current calendar
year and annually thereafter a fee of $1.00 payable iri January of
each calendar year. Members may be dropped from the rolls of the
Society at the discretion of the Executive Council for non-payment
of dues.
Article 7. Publications. All publication of the Society and the selection and editing of matter for publication shall be under the direction
and control of the Executive Council.
Article 8. Meetings. Monthly meetings of the Society shall be held at
the rooms of the Society on the third Tuesday of each month at
Eight P. M. The Executive Council shall meet at any time upon
call of the President or of three of its members.
Article 9. Qum·ums. Seven members of the Society and three members of the Executive Council, shall constitute quorums.
Article 10. Amendments. Amendments to this constitution shall become operative after being i!ecommended by the Executive Council
and approved by two-thirds of the members present and voting at
any regular monthly meeting; provided, that notice of th~ proposed
amendment shall have been given at a regular meeting of the Society,
at least four weeks prior' to the meeting when such proposed amendment is passed upon by the. Society.

Bulletins, as published, are mailed to members; subscription to
the Review is additional.
Students and friends of Southwestern History are cordially invited to become members. Applications should be addressed to the
corresponding secretary, Mr. Lansing B. :3Ioom, Santa Fe, N. Mex.
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After passing Bisbee, the renegades continued into
Mexico and soon were again quite safe in their favorite
res_ort amid the fastnesses of the Sierra Madre Mountains.
The annual report of the Secretary of War for 1886
- which includes the reports of Generals Sheridan,· Crook,
Miles, and others - presents the official record of many
exceedingly interesting details of the military operations
against the_ Apache hostiles during the period covered by
that report, the most vital of which are set forth in the
following paragraphs - reduced to their lowest terms.
The band of Chiricahua "prisoners" who "escaped"
from the reservation on May 17, 1885, consisted of fortytwo men and ninety-four women and children. · As soon
as it was known that this desperate band were again on
the war-path, General Crook ordered "no less than twenty
troops of cavalry and more than one-hundred Indian scouts"
into the field, and these "were moved· in every direction
either to intercept or follow the trails of the hostiles." But
with the exception of· "a slight skirmish with their rear
•
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guard" in which three soldiers were wounded, "the hostiles
were ;,not even caught sight of by the troops, and -·crossed
into Mexico on June lOth."
For the purpose of preventing raids into American
territory, General Crook "placed a troop of cavalry and
a detachment of Indian scouts at every water-hole along
the border from the Patagonia · mountains to the Rio
Grande, with orders to patrol the country between camps,
and a second line of reserve troops were stationed at convenient points along the railroad." About 3,000 regular
troops were employed in these operation. A telegram from
Washington under date of June 9th "authorized the enlistment of 200 additional Indian scouts."
During the summer two battalions of Indian scouts,
one under Captain Crawford and one under Lieutenant
Davis, were operating in Mexico. These came in contact
with the hostiles on June 23rd, July 13th, and September
22nd, and these three engagements resulted in the killing
of one squaw, two boys, and one of the Indian scouts, and
the capture of thirty women and children.
In the latter part of November, 1885, Lieutenant General Sheridan proceeded from Washington to Fort Bowie,
Arizona, where he held a conference with General Crook.
Another conspicuous event occurring in November is recorded in General Crook's report as follows:
"The raid of the party of eleven Indians who succeeded in eluding the troops on the line and went up into
New Mexico by the Lake Palomas trail early in November
is mentioned as showing the dangers and difficulties to
be contended against from small parties. During the period of about four weeks this band traveled prabably not
less than 1200 miles, killed thirty-eight people, captured
and wore out probably 250 head of stock, and, though twice
dismounted, succeeded in crossing back into Mexico with
the loss of but one, who was killed by friendly Indians,
whose camp they attacked near Fort Apache."
A startling statement, indeed, and the fact that Gero-
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nimo was not with this raiding party .proves what has
often been alleged, that the followers of the noted renegade
included several desperate characters who were far more
cunning, daring, and dangerous than the wily leader, himself.
We need not doubt that General Crook was now doing·
his utmost to recapture his former "prisoners of war,"
but we cannot forget the ugly fact that the General permitted those desperate "prisoners" to retain their arms
and supplied them with rations at an unguarded camp
within the limits of the reservation until it suited their
mood to "escape" to the war-path, and. that his brief but
thrilling tale of the "The Raid of the Bloody Eleven," with
a record of thirty-eight murders, was a direct sequence
of the fact that his so called '"prisoners of war" were not
prisoners at all, but were, under his protection, resting
and eq-uipping themselves for the desperate deeds of the
blood-red trail, some of which the irony of fate has permitted him to record.
Through an international agreement .the Mexican
troops co-operated with the American forces in hunting
down the hostiles, the general plan being to keep the renegades continually on the move and thus eventually wear
them out. Among the officers detailed for this campaign
was Captain Emmet Crawford, who, through an asserted
blunder, was shot by Mexican troops on January 11, 1886,
and died from his wounds at Nacozari a week later.
At this time it .was reported that the hostiles were
"dispirited and worn out" by pursuit, and that they had
sent a squaw to Captain Crawford the day before he was
shot, proposing a conference. After the skirmish in which
Captain Crawford was mortally wounded, Lieutenant Maus
assumed command of the battalion of scouts and within·
a day or two arranged for a meeting with Geronimo and
Nah-chee. At that meeting Geronimo promised Lieutenant
Maus that he would meet General Crook "near the boundary
line in about two moons." The l_ocality agreed upon for
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this meeting was about. twenty-five miles south of the line
and known as· "El Canon de los Embudos."
The purpose of the proposed meeting between General
Crook and Geronimo was toarrange terms ofsurrender, and
this appointment for a meeting, apparently, operated as
an armistice. The domineering renegade had .stipulated
that. General Crook must come to this meeting unaccompanied by soldiers, and that he, himself, would arrive at
the trysting place "in about two moons." Geronimo did
not hurry. The period o£ the armistice afforded opportunity for rest and recuperation; therefore he extended
the period and "allowed seventy days to elapse" before he
appeared at the point agreed upon- on March 25th. General Crook and Lieutenant Maus with his battalion of Indian scouts had been impatiently awaiting his arrival.
General Crook says the hostiles "were encamped_ on
a rocky hill surrounded on all sides by ravines and canons,"
that "they were in superb physical condition, armed to the
teeth-with all the ammunition they could carry," and that
in manner they were "suspicious, independent and selfreliant." He further states that "Lieutenant Maus with
his battalion of scouts was camped on lower ground, separated by a deep, rugged canon from their position, and
distant five or six hundred yards. The hostiles refused to
allow any nearer approach:" that "Geronimo told his people
to keep their guns in their hands and be ready to shoot at
a moment's notice:" that the slightest suspicious circumstance "would be the signal for firing to begin; that they
would kill all they could, and scatter in the mountains."
Again "Crook had run himself into a perilous situation" -----~, quite similar to that of 1883. Lieutenant Maus
had eighty Indian scouts in his battalion, while the liosti]es
numbered thirty-five- including Geronimo and Nah-chee,
- all desperate characters in a defiant mood. General
Crook says the situation was similar to that in which General Canby lost his life at the hands of the Modocs. He
realized the hazards of the undertaking, and, while we may
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be skeptical as to the wisdom of the General's methods in
dealing with renegades, his dauntless courage compels our
admiration.
General Crook says he demanded an unconditional
surrender, while the hostiles insisted that they be allowed
to return to .the reservation on the status existing before
they left. A compromise was finally proposed which provided that the hostiles "should be sent east for not exceeding two years, taking with them such of their families as
they desired." The renegades became impatient - threatening to abandon the conference and resume hostilities.
General Sheridan's report states that "he (Crook) was
obliged to decide quickly," and in these circumstances he
accepted their surrender under the terms of the compromise
proposal.
But this was another "verbal surrender" in which none
were disarmed, or even placed under guard. Once more
this bunch of ruthless Chiricahua marauders had consented
to be designated as "prisoners of war" - provided only
that all were allowed to retain their arms and their freedom. Let us read· General Crook's pathetic picture of his
humiliating situa:tion as recorded on page 153 of his annual report. The general says:
"Even after they surrendered to me they did not cease
their vigilance. They kept mounted men on watch, and even
after the march northward began the hostiles scattered
over the country in parties of two or three. At night they
camped in the same way, and, had I desired, it would have
been an absolute impossibility to have seized more than
half-a-dozen of them."
It will be noted that, notwithstanding the fact that
these Indians had "surrendered" to General Crook, he still
refers to them as "hostiles" - which, in fact, they were.
Finally it was agreed that Geronimo and his band should
accompany the battalion of scouts under Lieutenant Maus
to Fort Bowie, and the march commenced on the morning
of March 28th and proceeded uritil the night of the 29th
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without special incident - except the alleged activities of
some "bootleggers" from Tombstone. "On the night of the
29th," General Crook tells us, "the hostiles were apparently
sober, and no trouble was indicated, but during the night
Geronimo and Nah-chee with eighteen men, fourteen
women, and two boys escaped" and stampeded to the hills.
Lieutenant Maus immediately pursued, but without success.
The remainder of the "prisoners" continued to Fort
Bowie, having been joined en route by two of the men who
had fled with Geronimo. The actual surrender of these
Indians occurred upon their arrival at Fort Bowie, where
they were disarmed and placed under guard, and on April
7th all of these prisoners left Fort Bowie for Fort Marion,
Florida. This party consisted of fifteen men, thirty-three
women, and twenty-nine children-a total of seventy-seven,
and included the two wives and three children of Geronimo
and the family of Nah-chee, as well as Chihuahua and his
brother J osanie, who led "The Raid of the Bloody Eleven"
during November and December, 1885, and who were reputed to be among the ablest and most dangerous of the
Chiricahua renegades.
Although Geronimo and Nah-chee with eighteen other
renegades were still at large, General Crook's final campaign against the hostile Apaches was not devoid of most
beneficial results. He had demonstrated to these defiant
marauders that it was the determined purpose of the United
States to pursue them relentlessly and ultimately to destroy
them - unless they capitulated. This fact, together with
the removal of the families to Florida - particularly those
of Geronimo and Nah-chee - caused a psychological reaction in the minds of the renegades which made it comparatively easy, six months later, for General Miles to
persuade Geronimo and Nah-chee to consent to join their
exiled families in Florida.
Although the "terms of surrender" had been accepted
by General Crook at El Cafio;n de los Embudos on March
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26th, this information did notreach theauthorities at Washington until March 30th, Immediately, General Sheridan
took the matter up with President Cleveland, and later on
the same date (March 30, 1886) General Sheridan telegraphed GenerafCrook that "the President could not assent to the surrender of the hostiles on a basis of two
years' imprisonment in the East and then a return to the
Arizona reservation.''
Meantime Geronimo and Nah-chee with eighteen men
had returned to the war-path, and, after due consideration, it wasdecided that the remainder of the hostiles who
had surrendered to General Crook, and who were disarmed.
lind placed under proper guard upon their arrival at Fort
Bowie, on April 2nd, should be sent on: to Fort Marion, and
they left Fort Bowie on April 7th as before stated.
It appears that at this time a difference of opinion
arose between General Sheridan and General Crook as to
the efficiency of the Indian scouts, and it is not improbable
that General Crook was somewhat depressed because of
the failure of his efforts to "manage the Apaches in his
own way.'' Be that as it may, General Crook, at his own
request, was relieved of the command of the Department
of Arizona and was succeeded by General Nelson A. Miles,
who arrived at Fort Bowie the latter part of April, 1886.
Referring to the achievement of his predecessor, General Miles says: "General Crook had for years been trying to subjugate them (the hostiles) and bring them under control.'' ·The new commander ignored the fact that
. the citizens of Tucson had tendered a banquet to General
Crook in honor of his capture of Geronimo in 1883. Four
years later, there was a spirited controversy in the eastern
press between these two veteren Indian fighters in which
each commented on his rival's campaign against Geronimo in caustic fashion.
At th~ time General Miles assumed command in Arizona the latter part of April, 1886, the hostiles then at
large numbered twenty-three. Geronlimo and Nah-chee
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had eighteen men with them, and Mangus, who had separ_ated from Geronimo in August, 1885, had two men With
him. But General Crook states that at this time the whereabouts of Mangus and his followers were not known, and
there was "no evidence that his band had had any part in
the recent outrages." Therefore it may be said that the
host'iles numbered only twenty, for it was the party under
Geronimo a11d Nah-chee who were the potent factors in
the campaign, and who lent zest and action to the operations in the field.
,General Miles fell heir to the 3000 troops and 300 Indian scouts recently · commanded by General Crook, and
immediately he started another "drive" against this band
of twenty valient warriors who were defying the armies
of the United States and Mexico. The General announced
that his plan of campaign would be that of "constantly
pursuing" and "finally wearing them down," - which was
quite the same method that had been employed by General Crook. Captain W. H. Lawton, a resolute, brave officer, was placed in command of the troops that were to
take up the pursuit of the Indians south of the Mexican
border. Captain Lawton started this pursuit in l\'Iay, 1886,
with thirty-five cavalry, twenty infantry, twenty Apache
scouts, two pack trains, three lieutenants, and Surgeon
Leonard Wood. The pack trains were capable of carrying
two months' rations.
Early in his report General Miles emphasizes the
deadly character of his foe by calling attention to the fact that "during the year the hostile Indians had killed 140
persons." Obviously his troops continued to guard every
water-hole and mountain pass and Indian trail north of
the Mexican line, and to this arrangement he added detachments from the Signal Service who were "stationed
on the highest peaks and prominent lookouts" for the purpose of flashing messages to the various camps giving information relative to the movements of the hostiles. His
plan of pursuit was that of a relay race on the part of the
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troops, and his general orders announced that, ."commanding officers are expected to continue a pursuit until capture, or until assured a fresh command is on the trail."
The effectiveness of the "relay race" plan was speedily
given an acid test, for General Miles tells us that after
committing some depredations in Mexico, "the hostiles
swept northward, and on April 27th invaded our territory,
passing down the Santa Cruz valley, stealing stock· and
killing a few citizens." Captain Lebo was quickly on the
trail, and after a pursuit of 200 miles, he attacked the
renegades in the Pinito mountains, Sonora, with the result that Corporal Scott was wounded. The trail of the
retreating hostiles was soon taken up by Lieutenant Benson, who pursued "south and west." Their trail was again
taken up by Captain Lebo's command, and later by Captain
Lawton, and finally the hostiles were intercepted by the
command under Captain Hatfield "which had been placed
east of Santa Cruz, Sonora," for that purpose. An engagement followed in which twenty horses were captured.
But the report tells us that "unfortunately, while passing
west in a canyon, embarrassed with the captured horses,"
the hostiles attacked the command and killed one soldier.
Thereupon Lieutenant Brown "pursued easterly with good
effect" - whatever that may mean. The hostiles then
separated into two parties.
Thus far the "relay race plan" had succeeded in reducing the number of the hostiles opposing .them to nineteen, for the report tells us that during the fight with
Captain Hatfield one of the renegades, who had been slightly wounded, became separated from the main party and
fled north to Fort Apache (250 miles) where he surrendered on June 28th. Just how nineteen were divided
between the two parties is not stated, but the activities
of the troops were doubled for the reason that now th~re
were t~vo relay races in progress simultaneously.
One of these small bands moved "north through the
Dragoon mountains" pursued by Lieutenants Brett, Hunt,
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Read, Freeman, Watson, Hughes, Shipp, Dean, Ruthers,
and Captain Norvell - and "when near Fort Apache all
of the horses then in the hands of the raiding party were
captured by Captain Morrison." The Indians then turned
south and the pursuit was continued "by troops under
Captain Smith, · Captain Doane, Lieutenant Wilder and
others." "They finally recrossed the Mexican boTdeT."
The other band was "followed west" by Lieutenant
Brown and Captain Lawton and "north" by Captain Wood,
Lieutenant Davis, CaptainLebo, and LieutenantClark to the
Catalina mountains, where the hostiles were attacked by a
company of citizens led by Marano Samaniego and "Bob"
Leatherwood (my former neighbors at Tucson), who succeeded in recovering a boy who had been captured by the
Indians. The band was then ''pressed south" by Captain
Lebo, LieQtenant Da:vis, Captain Lawton, and Lieutenant
Bigelow, and "finally intercepted" in the Patagonia mountains by Lieutenant Walsh, where they suffered the loss
of "equipment and stock." They were then pursued by
Captain Lawton and Captain Mac Adams "into Sonora for
the second time."
,
Commenting on the results achieved in these strenuous
relay races, General Miles makes the folowing gracious
comment: "These movements occurred in the districts
commanded by Colonels Royal, Shafter, Wade, and Mills,
who made excellent disposition of their troops." Which
is a genteel way of admitting that this "excellent disposition" of the troops failed to dispose of a single hostile
- unless we must except the wounded warrior who, for
forty-five days, wandered alone through their lines and
around their camps and finally surrendered at Fort Apache,
after having traveled an air-line distance of 250 miles.
With all of the nineteen hostiles once more in Mexico
the relay races north of the line were at an end, and General Miles tells us that he took advantage of this period
of "temporary peace" to make a personal investigation rei-
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ative to the Apache "prisoners of war" interned at Fort
Apache.
The reader will recall that I "discovered" Geronimo
at Apache Pass in June, 1876, where, for nearly four years,
he had been drawing rations with the Chiricahuas under
Cochise (later under Tah-zay and Nah-chee), and that in
April, 1877, I arrested and shackled Geronimo at Ojo
Caliente, New Mexico, where he was "visiting'' and drawing rations with the Warm Springs (Mescalero) Apaches
under Victorio, and that I removed the Chiricahua and
Warm Springs Indians to San Carlos and assigned them
adjoining locations in the Gila valley. This record is recalled for the purpose of impressing three facts, viz: that
a close friendship existed between the Indians under
Cochise, Victorio, and Geronimo; that often these bands
were allies on the war-path, and that in subsequent campaigns against the Apache hostiles for nearly a decade
the renegades were recruited from those three bands, as
witness such names as Victorio, Geronimo, Nah-chee, Chihuahua, Nana, Chatto, Josanie, Loco, and others.
When I retired from the official direction of affairs
at San Carlos there were approximately 5000 Indians on
taht reservation. In the reports of subsequent "outbreaks" the public has been allowed to infer that the entire mass of 5000 Indians were involved. The truth is less
spectacular. Not more than ten per cent of the total were
even related to the hostiles, and that percentage was represented by the Chiricahuas and the Warm Springs- about
500. And I am justified in saying that out of that 500 less
than ten per cent would prove actively insubordinate, and
that whether this number of defiant disturbers of the
peace totaled twenty, or thirty, or forty, or fifty - these
easily could have been controled, suppressed, imprisoned,
or killed by the San Carlos Apache Police under sympathtic,
wise, and firm direction.
General Crook, recognizing the fact that the renegades
came from the ranks of the Chiricahua and \\/arm Springs
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Indians, had removed those bands from the Gila ·valley
to Fort Apache where they were being detained as prisoners
of war under the supervision of the commanding officer
of that post.
Colonel Wade was then in command at Fort Apache.
On May 3rd, General Miles had a conference with Colonel
Wade at Fort Thomas relative to the situation at Fort
Apache. As a result of that conference General Miles
directed Colonel Wade "to exert his utmost energ·y to bring
those Indians under control." The situation as reported did
not look good to the commanding general, and so on July
1st, taking advantage of the "temporary peace," General
Miles made a personal visit to Fort Apache, and the appalling details of the astounding conditions which he found
prevailing among the Chiricahuas and Warm Springs are
set forth in his annual report as follows:
"I found over 400 men, women and children, and a
more turbulent, dissipated body of Indians I have never
met.
Some of them, chiefly women, were industrious,
but most of their earnings went for trifles and 'tiswin'
drunks. Riots and bloodshed were not infrequent. These
Indians were on paper prisoners of war, but they had never
been disarmed or dismounted, and the stillness of the nights
was often broken by the discharge of rifles and pistols
in their savage orgies. The indolent and vicious young
men and boys were just the material to furnish warriors
for the future, and these people, although fed and clothed
by the government, had been conspiring against its authority. They had been in communication with the hostiles,
and some of them had been plotting an extensive outbreak."
Hello? Hello? Yes, that was General Miles, himself,
speaking officially as the Commander of the Department
of Arizona. What a fierce arraignment of General Crook's
methods of dealing with insolent, turbulent, and defiant
renegades and "prisoners of war - on paper!" And it is
. obvious that Colonel Wade would be able to extract for
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himself a mere minimum of satisfaction~ or less- from
this report.
Fort Apache was within the limits of .the San Carlos
reservation, and since 1883, General Crook, or "the officer
authorized to .act under him," had been "entrusted with
the entire police control. of all the Indians" on that reservation; with "the control of all p"risoners," and the duty of
"keeping the peace, administering justice, punishing refractory Indians," and "preventing the Indians from leaving" the reservation. In these circumstances it is im. possible to explain -.much less justify - the deplorable
conditions reported existing at Fort Apache on July 1,
1886. It further developed that some of those "prisoners
of war" had "committed scores of murders," and that "war-'
rants for their arrests were awaiting" service, and that
. the culprits were thus being sheltered "from the just and
legal action of the civil courts."
On July 1, 1886, the garrison at Fort Apache consisted
of three troops of cavalry and two companies of infantry,
and in order to enable Colonel Wade to bring his defiant
renegade prisoners of war "under control," General Miles
immediately ordered one troop of cavalry from San Carlos,
two troops from Fort Thomas, and one troop from Alma,
N. M., to proceed to Fort Apache, thus giving Colonel Wade
a force of seven troop of cavalry and two companies of
infantry. With this considerable force Colonel Wade was
. eventually able to bring his aggregation of well armed, well
mounted, dru:qken, riotous, insolent star desperados and
murderers - his prisoners of war - "under control."
About two months later, on the recommendation of
General Miles and the approval of the authorities at Washington, Colonel Wade rounded up the entire population of
this renegade-breeding-and-supply-camp - a total of 381
men, women, and children - and escorted them to Florida,
leaving Fort Apache on September 7th and arriving at
Fort Marion on September 20, 1886.
16
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During this period, Captain F. E. Pierce was in command at San Carlos, and" in charge of the civil administration of the agency by special order of the President." If this
supreme military control of the San Carlos reservation from
1883 until 1886 had been efficiently and effectively administered in the matter of ''keeping the peace, administering justice, and punishing refractory Indians," and if
their pampered "prisoners of war on paper" had been dismounted and disarmed and securely guarded, and those
. "principals" who were known to have "committed scores
of murders" and for whom "warrants of arrest were awaiting," had been speedily delivered over to "the just and legal
·action of the civil courts" - if these very plain but very
important duties had been performed with an even justice
to all.- then it would not have been necessary to exile the
Chiricahua and Warm Springs Apaches to Florida. But
in view of the deplorable situation dh;;closed by the visit of
General Miles to Fort Apache on July 1, 1886, he, doubtless,
felt that exile would prove the speediest and surest remedy.
Transported to Florida, their reign of inso~ence, terror,
·rapine, and murder would be forever at an end. Simple
justice to the citizens of the territory as well as to the
great mass of orderly Apaches on the reservation demanded
some heroic action- and General Miles met that demand.
Mexico was the scene of the final activities in this campaign. General Miles says that "in the encounters with
the troops, the Indians were always defeated, but.made good
their escape." The term "defeated" seems a bit indefinite in this connection, but the admission that the hostiles
always "made good their escape" is a splendid compliment
to the "defeated nineteen" when we remember that they
were fighting about 3000 soldiers and 300 Indian scouts
of the American army, and an unknown number of Mexican troops.
The wounded warrior who fled north after the Hatfield fight arrived at Fort Apache June 28th - just in
time to inform General Miles that the hostiles were "in an
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exhausted condition when he left." The General at once
sent this Indian, in charge of Lieutenant Gatewood, back
into Mexico for the purpose of getting in touch with the
hostiles and, if possible, inducing them to surrender. In
the meantime, the troops operating in Mexico were doing
their utmost to keep the renegades. on the move with the
purpose of further ''wearing them out." Soon after his
arrival in Mexico, Lieutenant Gatewood succeeded in communicating with Geronimo, and, incidentally, it may be
stated that Lieutenant Gatewood deserved far more credit
for his services in this campaign then ever was accorded
. him. Finally Geronimo came into Captain Lawton's camp
the latter part of August, and it was then arranged that
a confe1:ence should be held with General Miles at the mouth
of Skeleton Canyon, near the international line and about
65 miles from Fort Bowie.
It appears that about this time the matter of the dis•
position pf the' Apache renegades was again under consideration by the highest authorities at Washington, for, on
August 23, 1886, President Cleveland sent the following
comment to the Secretary of War: "I hope nothing will
be done with Geronimo which wilr prevent our treating
him as prisoner of war, if we cannot hang him, which I
would much prefer."
These word~ of caution indicate that President Cleveland had reason to fear that General Miles, in his great
anxiety to effect the surrender of the hostiles, would offer
them terms most inconsistent with. their cri~es.
The agreement to meet General Miles operated as
another armistice. Some ti,me was consumed in communicating with the General and determining details. Then,
as the report tells us, "for eleven days, Captain Lawton's
command moved north, Geronimo's and Nah-chee's camp
moving parallel and frequently camping near it." In this
independent fashion the troops and the hostiles reached
the meeting point agreed upon. General Miles arrived in
Captain Lawton's camp at the mouth of Skeleton Canyon
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on September 3, 1886, and the records shows that the renegades "surrendered" to him on the following day.
In his "Memoirs" published in the '·Cosmopolitan,"
General Miles says: "G~ronimo sent word to Lawton that
he would surrender to the highest authority. I went down
to Skeleton Canyon; near the Mexican line, and there met
Captain Lawton's command with the Indians camped a
short distance away.
Geronimo came to me and asked
what disposition would be made of him in case he surrendered. He said if they were all to be killed he might as well
die fighting. He was told that he must surrender as a
prisoner of war; that WE DID NOT KILL OUR PRISONERS, and that their future would depend upon the
orders of the President at Washington."
On this subject Colonel McClintock states in his history (page 264) that "General Miles made no concessions
except that the Indians should be joined by their families,"
and that "after the theoretical surrender Nah-chee and
Geronimo kept their arms and started independently for
the border."
It must be admitted that my good friend, Colonel McClintock, recorded a mouthful, as the saying goes, in those
two brief sentences. They furnish abundant food for reflection. Once more these renegade "prisoners of war"
retained their arms and started "independently" for the
border. Furthermore, the concession noted by Arizona's
historian was, probably, the "only final" concession made
by General Miles at that time, for, assuredly, he had already
included far more important concessions in his "terms of
surrender."
Did not General Miles assure these renegades that if
they would consent to surrender to him and go to Florida
their lives would be spared; that all of their crimes - that
long, black record of pillage and murder - would be condoned, and that the "Great White Father at Washington"
would protect them and provide for them throughout the
remainder of their lives-? Did not the Great White Father
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at Washington subsequently acquiesce in all the terms and
concessions made to these renegades at this time by General Miles (with a single exception), and faithfully observe
the sarp.e - even to this day? Does not this "treaty of
peace" with this band of desperate Apache criminals sta,nd
out as the one conspicuous example wherein our great
American government has literally kept faith with the Indians?
·
In his book, Geronimo's Story of his Life, the renegade says that General Miles promised him that he should
join his family at Fort Marion in four or five days; that
he would given lands and houses and horses and cattle and
implements, and that he, himself, would not have to work
as long as he lived. Naturally, Geronimo protested that
his confinement, at hard labor, at Fort Pickens for several
months before he Was allowed to join his family, was a
flagrant violation of his· terms of surrender. Granting
·this to be true, it must be admitted that the extraordinary
privileges and emoluments subsequently granted him
throughout the two decades he was detained as a prisoner
of war, abundantly offset any physical fatigue or mental
anguish he may have suffered during his brief exile at
Fort Pickens.
The press agents had rendered heroic service to the
military throughout the campaign by their graphic descriptions of the hardships endured by the troops and the des-·
perate character of their savage foes, and General -Miles
sought to make the final scene in the sorry drama the most
spectacular event of his military career by broadcasting
the impression that he had succeeded in crushing the ferocious monster, Geronimo, and had forced him and his desperate band to an UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER.
At that time Major General 0. 0. Howard was in command of the Division of the Pacific, which included the
Department of Arizona. In these circumstances it was the
duty of .General Miles to report to General Howard, his
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immediate superior officer. He also reported to Lieutenant
General Sheridan at Washington.
In his report dated from the Presidio, September 24,
1886, General Howard says: "I believed at first from official reports that the surrender was unconditional, except that the troops themselves would not kill ·the hostiles."
. . .. "Now 'the conditions are plain; that the lives of all
the Indians should be spared, and that they should be sent
to Fort Marion, Florida, where the tribe, including their
families, had already been ordered." From the foregoing
it is obvious that General Howard had no thought of any .
"terms," other than an unconditional surrender, and that,
for a time, he was misled by official reports into believing
that such were the terms agreed upon.
The Secretary of War in his annual report ( page 13)
states that advices of the surrendered reached the President
and other authorities at Washington oil September 7th,
"and from information received on that date the surrender·
was supposed to be unconditional." Immediately, "the
President ordered that all the hostiles be kept safely as
prisoners until they could be tried for their crimes." Two
days later (September 9th) the authorities at Washington
were startled by the information that, contrary to the
President's orders, the Indians "were already en-route to
Florida." At once, by direction of the President, General
Sheridan telegraphed instructions to "stop the prisoners
at San Antonio, Texas, and hold them securely until further
.m·ders."
General Miles purposely allowed a dazzling aurora of
the spectacular to obscure the facts in connection with the
final terms of capitulation granted by him to this little
band of nineteen "worn out," but "defiant," Apache renegades under the leadership of Geronimo and Nah-chee, and
this willing dimming of the truth may be rated as another
unpardonable sin.
Immediately preceding the final surrender of Geronimo, General Miles' startling psychology in dealing with
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Indian criminals was clearly recorded by himself in connection with the history of the "Lucky Thirteen," - a
delegation consisting of ten men and three women of the
Chiricahua and Warm Sptings Apaches from Fort Apache
- who were permitted to visit Washington in response
to General Miles' telegraphic plea of "strong military reasons." "This delegation contained some of the most dangerous of the Chiricahuas." They were under the charge
of Captain Dorst, and were promised safe conduct to Washington and return. The purpose was to arrange for the
removal of those bands at Fort Apache to some point outside of Arizona. The mission failed and the delegation
was ordered back to Fort Apache.' To this General Miles
protested vigorously, and succeeded in having the Indians
detained at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, notwithstanding
the promise that they should return to Arizona. In defending his protest the general said: "They were independent and defiant, and their return to the mountains
about Fort Apache would have been worse than the letting
loose of that number of wild beasts."
With the "Lucky Thirteen" thus safely interned in
Kansas, General Miles arranged a conference with Captain
Dorst at Albuquerque, New Mexico, at which he directed
the captain to "return to Fort Leavenworth and inform
those Indians "that they could be friendly treaty Indians, or
individuals; that they could conform to the wishes of the
government, and consent to a peaceable removal (of their
entire bands) from these territories, or they could return
and be held responsible for their crimes. As the principals
had committed scores of murders, and warrants for their
arrest were awaiting them, and they could not expect the
military to shelter them from the just and legal action of
.the civil courts, the effect of this plain talk was the absolute
submission of the Indians. They agreed to go to any place.
I might designate, there to wait until such time as the government should provide them with a permanent reservation,
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and funds, domestic stock and utensils, by which they could
become self-sustaining."
One of our ablest statesman recently remarked that
"when we are in a position to compel, we do not demand,"
and inasmuch as this bunch of "worse-than-wild-beasts"
desperados, who "had committed scores of murders," were
then bona fide prisoners - disarmed and interned at the
Kansas fort ----, the threats and promises made to them by
General Miles appear to be without justification. And yet,
in his "plain talk" he warned them that unless they agreed
to consider themselves as "friendly treaty Indians" and ac-.
cepted from the government the many good things he promised them,- THEY WOULD BE HANGED FOR THEIR
CRIMES. It is not remarkable that the result was "absolute submission" on the part of the Indians.
Obviously, the "scores of murders" had been committed
by "the principals" a considerabl.e time prior to their departure for the visit to Washington at government expense
and under military protection, ·and, in view of this fact,
the startling question arises - unbidden - : How long
and to what degree had these "on paper prisoners of war"
been sheltered by the milita1·y at Fort ·Apache "from the
just and legal action of the civil courts?"
General Crook sent the leaders of the "Bloody Eleven"
to Florida in April, and now, after having headed the
"Lucky Thirteen" in the same direction, General Miles devoted himself to the task of formulating acceptable terms
of capitulation with the "Elusive Nineteen."
The hostiles had not 1nade any overtures of surrender,
but when General Miles was informed that they were in
an exhausted condition he sent Lieutenant Gatewood on
a trek of 250 or 300 miles from Fort Apache to seek out
the 'renegade camp in Mexico and induce the Indians to
capitulate. Not being "in a position to compel," he "demanded" an unconditional surrender. Lieutenant Gatew'ood found the hostiles and delivered his ultimatum. The
Indians replied that they ·would surrender only on the same
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terms granted them by General Crook - all of which meant
that they would be allowed to retain their arms and their
liberty and to return to the reservation without penalty of
any sort. A few days later Captain Lawton repeated the
same demand- to the hostiles and received the same reply
from them. About two weeks later the final conference
was at Skeleton Canyon, where Geronimo told General
Miles very plainly that unless they were granted satisfactory terms they would "die fighting."
Unfortunately, General Miles has not left us a true
copy of the terms he· offered to the hostiles assembled at
Skeleton Canyon, but the known facts, together with the
"terms" which he directed Captain Dorst to offer to the
"Bloody Eleven," justifies the assumption that he addressed
the "Elusive Nineteen" substantially as follows: "The
United States is a great and powerful nation. Our troops
and those of Mexico have pursued you relentlessly, and if
you persist on the war-path the pursuit will also persist,
and sooner or later you will all be destroyed. You know
this will happen. · Although you have eluded these troops
for months, you know that your small band of only nineteen cannot successfully oppose the armies of two nations
for an indefinite period. You have already endured many
hardships, and you live in a state of perpetual fear and
danger, and this situation will continue to grow worse as
long as you follow the war-path. You know that the families of Geronimo and Nah-chee and some of the rest of you
have been at Fort Marion, Florida, since last April, where
they are well cared for, and I have just ordered Colonel
Wade to remove all of your relatives and friends - about
400 - from Fort Apache to Fort Marion. Thus you see
that nearly 500 of your relatives and friends - all Chiricahua and Warm Springs Apaches- will be at Fort Marion
within a very short time, where they will be protected and
provided for but none will ever be able to join your band,
or give you any assistance. I cannot take you back to the
San Carlos reservation, but I can take you to Fort Marion
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where you will be re-united with your families and friends.
I am, sure _you believe that I have spoken the truth, and
that my words have sounded good in your ears, and that
they have already caused a friendly feeling in your hearts
- so that now all of you are in a mood to listen without
suspicion to the terms I am about to offer you. Captain
Lawton and Lieutenant Gatewood and I, as you know, are
officers in the United States Army. We speak the truth.
We are honorable men. We do not kill our prisoners. Therefore listen to my last words with good ears and friendly
hearts, for these are the terms I offer you. That you shall
·surrender to me here and now as friendly treaty lnclians;
that you shall consent to go at once to join your families
and friends at Fort Marion - about four or five days'
travel from Bowie station- there to wait until such time
as the government shall provide you with a permanent
reservation, and funds, domestic stock, and utensils by
which you may become self-supporting."
This sort or a persuasive and convincing talk would
be a proper argument to be .advanced by one who assumed
the moral right to transform Indian criminals - multimurd.er~rs, into friendly treaty· Indians by a mere flash
of some mystic power with which his sinuous psychology
had augmented his official authority as Department Commander.
In fact, it does not appear that General Miles was inclined to be any more rude in his treatment of the renegades than General Crook had been. Nevertheless, he finally succeeded in persuading this motley band of worn-out
and hungry Apaches to consent to leave Arizona, and . when they were ready to board the train - to surrender
their arms, inasmuch as they were going to a country where
they would have no use for such offensive and defensive
weapons.
However, in any comparison of this nature we must not
overlook the fact that General Crook actually led a campaign into Mexico in person, while General Miles peJ,"IDitted

NAH-CHEE, SON OF COCHISE
Nah-chee was the Hereditary Chief of the Chiricahua
Apaches. Taken in March, 1886
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Captain Lawton and his command to do all the hard work,
reserving for himself the hazardous tasks of making concessions to the renegades, and later - accepting the gold
sword.
Concerning the personalities of Geronimo and Nahchee General Miles says:
There seldom appeared a more ruthless marauder
than Geronimo. He had the most determined face and
piercing eye that I have ever seen. Natchez (Nah-chee)
was the hereditary chief of the Apaches, a tall, slender
young warrior, whose dignity and grace of movement would
become any prince.
Geronimo and those taken with him entrained at Bowie
Station, about fifteen miles northwest from Apache Pass.
At San Antonio, Texas, this party was halted and removed
to Fort Sam Houston, where they were detained for about
six weeks, a time during which General Miles was kept very
busy explaining his "terms of surrender" to the higher
authorities at Washington - and the said high authorities
were equally busy endeavoring to decide what they were
going to do about it.
And now let us read another thrilling chapter which
is recorded on pages 13 and 14 of the annual report of the
Honorable Secretary of War as follows:
"The terms and conditions attending this surrender
were such that Geronimo and those of his band who had
committed murders and acts of violence in Arizona and
New Mexico could not properly be handed over to the civil
authorities for punishment, as was intended by the PTesident, and therefore, on the 19th day of October, orders
were issued, by direction of the President, that Geronimo
and the fourteen Apache adult Indians captured with him,
should be sent from San Antonio, Texas, under proper
guard, to Fort Pickens, Florida, there to be kept in close
custody until further orders."
"The Indians had been guilty of the worst crimes
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known to the law, committed under circumstances of great
atrocity, and the public safety required that they should be
r~moved far from the scenes of their depredations and
guarded with the strictest vigilance."
Can you beat it? Who sheltered these criminals from
the just and legal action of the civil courts? And do you
recall the situation at Fort Apache as disclosed by General
Miles? There were those "principals" who had "committed
Scores of murders," masquerading as prisoners of war under the protection of the military, but absolutely out of
control, fully armed, well mounted, dissipated, turbulent,
indulging in savage, mid-night orgies, riot and bloodshed,
conspiring against the authority of the government, and ·
free at any moment to pounce upon the unprotected citizens
of Arizona._ Such was the situation at Fort Apache on
July 1, 1886. The following October, when the last of the
renegades had been interned at· Fort Pickens, Florida, then
"the public safety" demanded that they should be guarded
with the strictest vigilence." Can you beat it?
Geronimo and N ah-chee and the thirteen other hostiles
who were included in the final surrender reached Fort
Pickens, Florida, October 26, 1886, and the eleven women
and children belonging to this party arrived at Fort Marion
the same date. Mangus with two men and eight women
:lnd children surrendered at Fort Apache about the middle of October. The eight women and children were sent
to Fort Marion, and Mangus and one man reached Fort
Pickens on November 6th, - the other man having died
enroute.
The official records show that on November 30, 1886,
there were 448 men, women, and children belonging to
the Chiricahua and Warm Springs bands detained as
prisoners of 'war at Fort Marion. Seventeen men were
confined at Fort Pickens, and ·forty-four children were at
the Carlisle Indian School.
The world-wide advertised campaign against Geronimo
was far from being a desperate, bloody warfare. On the
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contrary, it was little more than a relay-race on the part
of the troops - in which but few of them ever even saw
a hostile. The fighting force of the renegades was, comparatively, very small. General Crook commanded 3000
troops and 300 Indians scouts, and was opposed by fortytwo warriors. When General Miles assumed command of
the American forces he was opposed by twenty warriors.
The raiding parties of the hostiles were small - - i usually
from a half-dozen to a dozen. Likewise, the pursuing
troops were divided into small commands, and these, when
fatigued, were relieved by fresh troops whenever possible.
The hostiles simply had to keep on going. There was never
anything like a decisive engagement. The Apache scouts
- who ·always served as the faithful and efficient pathfinders and advance guard for the troops - occasionally
surprised a renegade camp and exchanged shots with the
hostiles, but the troops were seldom on the firing line. The
activities of the troops involved a maximum of trailing and
a minimum of "fighting. In the campaign under General
Miles the casualties among the soldiers totaled two - one
killed and one wounded. The casualties ·to the hostiles
were nil. The heavy mortality was among the citizens the non-combatants. General Crook says the "Bloody
Eleven" murdered thirty-eight citizens within four weeks.
General Miles says "during the year the hostile Indians had
killed 140 persons." If the term "persons" includes soldiers
and Indian scouts, these would represent a very small percentage of the total killed.
This situation furnished the drabbest sort of material
for the army of ambitious press agents. They craved the
stuff that reeked with the dramatic, romantic, heroic, picturesque, and spectacular, and so they pictured the gruelling marches, the burning sands, the blistering sun, the
rugged mountain trails, and the ferocious character of the
hostile Apache demons - whom only a very few of the
valiant pursuers ever had even ~- glimpse of. And thus
during the last four decades this host of romantic press
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agents and their successors have succeeded in broadcasting the impression that anyone in any way connected with
these military campaigns against Geronimo is, automatically, entitled to recognition as an Indian Pighter of heroic
proportions.
General Crook and General Miles each brought to Arizona a well earned an~ enviable military record, and it is
most regrettable that both of these records should have
been marred by fruitless endeavors to appear as a spectacular pseudo-hero in connection with the pursuit and subjugation of a small band of hostile Apaches under the renegade leadership of Geronimo. A similar ambiti(:m on the
part of younger officers would be readily understood. From
the close of the Civil War in 1865 until the beginning of the
war with Spain in 1898, the only opportunity for an army
officer to make an honest-to-goodness ''military record"
for himself was as "An Indian Fighter" - and, believe
me, they made the most of every such opportunity. It
would be highly entertaining to know how many promotions
and pensions have been dealt out by our gullible government as "rewards" for ''services in the campaigns against
Geronimo," - and the end is not yet reached. It is tr,ue that; occasionally, a command in pursuit of
the hostiles executed a "gruelling march," but what frontiersman has not done the same without pay, or hope
of promotion and pension? Moreover, if these troops· had
not been trailing Geronimo they would have been vegetating
at the Army Posts - with no "opportunities." On the·
trail they had fresh air and sunshine and healthful exercise - and opportunities - and friendly press agents to
exaggerate the "hardships," well knowing that every exaggeration was an added boost toward promotion.
Another thing. We have heard much of the "gruelling
marches" and "tests of endurance" by 'the troops on the
trail of Geronimo, - but listen ! A group of hikers are
engaged in a transcontinental marathon contest from Los
Angeles to New York. At this writing fifty-five contest-
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ants are still in the game. They are now in Pennsylvania,
73 days out from Los Angeles, and have walked 2900 miles.
This is an average of 40 miles per day for 73 consecutive
days - and they are still going strong. The remarkable
record established by these men on foot make the much
advertised "tests of endurance" performed by the mounted
troops look like "daily dozens" in a ki.ndergarten.
Frequently it has been asked why the citizens of Arizona submitted to this system of persistent protection and
perpetual pardoning of the Apache renegades? As a matter of fact, there were many vigorous - even violent protests, but these were utterly unavailing for the reason
that at that time General Crook had the authority and the
force "to manage the Apaches in his own way." In the
circumstances it is not surprising that the citizens should,
at times, become almost desperate.
At least once within my personal experience they
reached a state of mind that was positively dangerous when the thirst for revenge dethroned reason. As hereinbefore stated, I was living in Tombstone in May, 1885,
when Geronimo and his followers made their last break
from the reservation and fled past Tombstone into Mexico. Immediately following that outbreak there was intense excitement in and about Tombstone, and a deplorable
movement developed which had for its object the organization of a strong force of citizens who were to march forthwith to the San Carlos reservation and there slaughter
every Indian they met. It was not popular, nor altogether
safe, to oppose this movement; but I did, and on May 28,
1885, I published a signed article in the Tombstone Epitaph
calling attention to the fact that of the, approximately,
5000 Indians then on the San Carlos reservation, a large
majority had been on that reservation and at peace for
more than te_n years, while fully half of them had not been
on the war path for upwards of twenty years. I warned
my fellow citizens that the guilty parties were then "safe
from any attack that might be made upon the reservation";
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that the proper parties to attack were "the renegades, 'the
prisoners of war,' and those who had thus stupidly and
criminally allowed them their liberty." The following are
excerpts from my published statement:
It is most remarkable that these desperate renegades,
after being held as 'prisoners of war' for over a year, shouldsuddenly take the war-path better equipped than ever before.
I believe the majority of the Indians at San Carlos
are in no way connected with or responsible for our present
Indian troubles, and I as fully believe that the men - both
civil and military- who have thus repeatedly given Geronimo and his followers their liberty, knowing their desperate character and the murders they have committed,
are equally guilty ____, are accomplices before the fact - in
all the murders committed by these savage renegades who
could have been and should have been shot or hung six
years ago.
Arizona cannot afford to massacre 4,000 or 5,000 peaceably inclined Indians because white men, whose duty it
was to guard and punish renegades, have so shamelessly
failed in their duty.
2

The smallness or greatness and the fact that the human
family is often actuated by emotion rather than reason are
aptly illustrated by the manner in which the citizens of
Tucson, Arizona, expressed their appreciation of the services rendered by General Crook and General Miles in their
respective campaigns against Geronimo. After the return
of General Crook from Mexico in 1883, a public reception
and banquet was tendered him at Tucson in recognition
and honor of his "capture of Geronimo" and his desperate
gang. Again, on November 8, 1887, the citizens of Tucson
celebrated another and more recent "capture of Geronimo"
with a brilliant reception and banquet at which General
Miles was the guest .of honor, at the same_ time giving
2.

About a month after appearing in the Epitaph the statement above re•

!erred to as published in full in one of the local papers of Washington, D. C.
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further expression to their exuberance of gratitude and
kowtowitis by presenting the General with a Tiffany sword;
In his "Memoirs" General Miles admits .that the sword
was an exceedingly handsome one. In describing it he says:
1
"The Damascus blade, grip, and large India star sapphire
are the only parts of the sword and scabbard not made of
gold. Its beauty of design and most artistic workmanship
render it a treasure as well as a valuable work of art." .
"Geronimo's Story of his Life" is a blood-stained narrative. During at least a quarter of a century he was
.chiefly occupied with raids of murder and pillage. He had
a passion for killing and stealing, and his favorite pastime
was raiding in Mexico. For three decades these raids were
almost annual occurrences. He admits that some of these
expeditions were unsuccessful, and that he returned. from
one with "a very severe headache." Nevertheless, he was
always eager for another dash in Mexico, and the lure of
the blood-red trail evidently beckoned him to the end, for
at the close of a ·chapter on this subject he says: "I am ·old
and shall never go on the war-path again, but if .I were·
young, and followed the war-path, it would lead into Old
Mexico."
. Geron!m~ says his first visit to Mexico was in 1858,
with a band of Apaches under Chief. Mangus-Colorado
(killed at Apache Tejo, N. M., in 1883) for the purpose of
"trading." Their camp was attacked by Mexican troops
. who killed many of the Indians. Returning to camp, Geronimo found his mother; his wife, and his three small children among the dead. Thereupon he vowed a revenge that
was never satiated. No matter how many Mexicans were
killed by his raiding parties he was still eager to slay more.
He records one fight with two companies of Mexican troops
(about 1875) in which every trooper was killed. Again
"about 1880," their camp south of Casa Grande was attacked by twenty-four Mexican soldiers. The Indians numbered about forty warriors. All of the soldiers and twelve
·of the Indians were.killed. Sometimes the Indians suffered
17
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severe losses, and sometimes they carried home sufficient
plunder to last the entire tribe a year. If we believe Geronimo's own story, he delighted in the business of killing and
stealing - and persisted in that business. He had no other
occupation. He was many times a murderer and richly
deserved the hangman's noose.
The last time I saw Geronimo was at Mount Vernon
Barracks, Alabama, where I visited him in January, 1894.
At that time I was connected with the Post Office Department at Washington, D. C. Soon after my return to Washington after this visit to the camp of the Chiricahuas I
encountered a newspaper reporter in search of a story. That
interview was published in the Washington Evening Star
on January 29, 1894. Inasmuch as the details presented
·were the result of my personal observations I deem it worth
while to include in this story the following excerpts from
that interview:
Mr. John P. Clum,' of the Post Office Department, who
recently spent some time at the camp of the renegade
Apaches at Mount Vernon Barracks, Alabama, was in the
lobby of the Willard Hotel last night. To a reporter for
The Star, he said: "While I was down in Alabama I took
a day off and visited the Apaches, who are now held as
prisoners of war at Mount Vernon Barracks. Yes, I saw
Geronimo, but he was not in irons. He did not insist on
retaining the manacles which I presented him at Ojo Caliente. They· were taken off soon· after I left the agency in
'77. You know his subsequent history. He left the reservation two or three times on .raids. In 1881 and 1885 I was
with parties of citizens who followed his trail to the Mexican line. In 1886, he made his final stand and surrendered
to General Miles, when he and his entire band of renegades,
men, women, and children, were sent to Florida. Later
they were transferred to their present location in Alabama.
I have· always contended that the old renegade deserved
a much severer punishment than he received; but that is
another story, as Kipling would say.
"The mortality among these lndiar.s for a year or two
after their 'removal from Arizona was very great, and but
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little was done to better their condition until about three
years ago, when they were placed under the care of Captain
Wotherspoon of the regular army. It is· true that these
Indians are exiled Apache renegades, but it was Captain
.Wotherspoon's duty to receive them as prisoners of war of
a civilized nation, and his \Vise and humane management
of this little colony of red men and the beneficial results
already secured cannot be too highly commended. The
Indians have been located in a permanent can1p or settle- /
men£ on a ridge about half a mile west of the military post.
Seventy-five frame houses have been constructed, and each
Indian family is now provided with a comfortable home.
Each house is divided Into two rooms, in one of which is
a large cooking range, and in the other a comfortable fireplace. The furniture is plain, but suitable and sufficient.
"I was invited to inspect a number of the houses and
was surprised at the absolute cleanliness required of and
observed by these Indians. Every Saturday is house-cleaning day, and when the official inspection is made each Sunday morning there must not be found enough dust to soil
a white glove. The women do creditable laundry work,
and the bed linen and all the articles of wearing apparel·
are kept scrupulously clean. The Indians have adopted
the civilized style of dress, and the men have had their hair
cut short. I was told that the hair cutting was entirely
voluntary. In the matter o.f personal cleanliness all the
fndians are required to bathe at least once a week, and I
was informed that Nah-chee and one or two others of the
Indian soldiers take their daily bath with as much care, .
regularity, and evident satisfaction as the most exquisite
of the. famous '400.' This is certainly a marked contrast
with the wild wickie-up life of a renegade."
"By the way," said Mr. Clum, "there are some interesting pages in the history of this young chief N ah-chee.
His brother, Tah-zay, is buried here in the Congressional .
cemetery. Tah·-zay was here with me in 1876, and died of
pneumonia. Nah-chee shows a disposition to pulmonary
trouble. The father of these boys was Cochise, the stal-'
wart old warrior after whom Coch1se County in Arizona
is named.
·
"Company I of the 12th Infantry, U. S. A., has been
enlisted from these Indians, :which is commanded bv
Captain Wotherspoon, and Nah-chee is the first sergeant.
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The company quarters, mess hall, amusement room and
gymnasium. are located on the same ridge with the houses,
and form a part of the Indian village. Strict military
discipline is observed with this company and perfect order
and cleanliness was manifest. The company drills once
and sometimes twice daily, and is said to be proficient in
the manual of arms and company evolutions. All commands
are given in E;nglish. About once a week this Indian com-.
pany drills with the white troops· in battalion manouvers.
· "There is a guard house at the settlement, and all
refractory Indians are arrested by the Indian soldiers and
all prisoners are guarded by them~ Geronimo now occupies the position of alcalde, or justice of the peace, and
all cases of minor offences are tried before him. His decisions have given general satisfaction. He was sentenced
to six months ih the guard house, which is, I think, about
as long a time as the· old man ·was ever in confinement himself at any one time. There is a good school adjacent to
the settlement, under the direction of two efficient teachers,
where all children are afforded the advantages of an English education. , About fifty of the children from this colony
are now at the Carlisle school.
. "These Indian prisoners of war axe virtually on parole.
They are not confined or guarded, and are allowed to come
and go when and where they please, provided only that
their conduct is proper. As I have said before, discipline
is enforced' by the Indians themselves. The men are allowed to work out by th~ day whenever they can find employment, and some of the women do washing for the
soldiers.
·
· "The Indian soldiers, of course, get the pay and allowances of regulars. Many of the women do bead and
basket work, and old Geronimo picks up many a dollar by
selling pictures of himself and small bows and arrows,
which he embellishes with his name. He presented me with
one of these bows, duly autographed, and two small arrows,
but these lacked the keen-edged tip formerly used by the
:Apaches on the old Arizona trails. This diminutive set of
toy weapons was tendered as a good.will offering by Geronimo, the justice of the peace, and was in decided contrast
with the scene at Ojo Caliente, seventeen years ago, when
I wrenched that deadly needle-gun from the grasp of Geronimo, the renegade.
·
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"Several other Indian chiefs~ well known in Arizona
'and New Mexico, are at Mount Vernon. Among these are
Nan-nay, now almost blind, and Chihuahua, who is badly
shot up about the arms, and who is recognized as the dude
and politician of the camp.
"The more recent acquisitions of the colony are Captain
Chiquito and my old friend Es-kim-in-zin, whose history is
as interesting as it is sad. I may tell you about him at
some other time. I believe that Es-kim-in-zin is held a
prisoner of war under a misapprehension of the facts, and
I am satisfied that Captain Wotherspoon shares this opinion with me. Es-kim-in-zin now has charge of the Indians' gardens, and their thrifty condition reflects on his
· intelligence and industry.
.
"The future of this Indian colony is a matter of much interest. The children who came with the renegades eight
years ago are now young men and women, and· many children have been born since. They have no possessions, no
responsibilities, no obligations, excepting that of orderly
personal conduct. This isn't a satisfactory or desirable
condition. They ask for farms in order that they may apply
themselves and acquire possessions and independence. Some
step of this kind should be taken. The transgressions of
the fathers should not be visited upon the. children. The
Apaches are mountain Indians, and they do not like that
forest section of Alabama where they can see only in one
direction, and that is straight up.' "
After being held about five years at Mout:~t Vernon
Barracks, the. Chiricahuas were removed to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where they were permanently established; given reaeonable allotments' of land, and otherwise suitably provided
for.
In the meantime the name and general character of ,
Geronimo had become so well known throughout the coun·,try that he was regarded as a most valuable asset as an
attraction at prominent public affairs where efforts were
made to secure the largest attendance possible. With this
worthy object in view he was taken to the Trans-Mississippi
and International Exposition at Omaha in 18~8; to the
Pan-American Exposition at Buffalo in 1901, and to the
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St. Louis. World's Fair in-1904, and the fact that the notoriex-renegade Apache chief would appear as a special exhibit at those expositions was widely advertised in advance,
as well as during the periods when those -respective ex..:
positions were in progress. The morbid public, having been
duly advised of the presence of this extraordinary attraction were eager to see the genial representative of many
a blood-red trail, shake hands with him, talk to him, and to
purchase his photograph, or his autograph -· or whatever
souvenirs of a renegade character the cunning old rascal
might have for sale. Geronimo, being thrifty, smiled benignly as the silver coins flowed into his ample wallet, and,
being human, was greatly pleased. and .flattered by the attention shown him - and regarded his visits to these expositions as pretty soft assignments for a prisoner of war.
In the absence of definite information relative to the
persistent assertion that Geronimo had served a term as
"scout" in the regular army during the period he was detained by the government as a prisoner of war, the following interrogation was sent to the War Department: "Was
Geronimo, Apache Indian, carried on the,.pay rolls of the
War Department as a 'scout' at any time' after being sent
out of Arizona?" Under date of Washington, D. C., June
25, 1926, Adjutant General Robert C. Davis sent the following reply:

(JUS

Nothing is found to show expressly that the Apache
Chief Geronimo was ever on the pay roll of the army, but
it seems probable that he was enlisted and paid as an army
. scout at Fort Sill, I. T., between June 11, 1897, and June
10, 1900. He was sent from Mt. Vernon Barracks to Fort
Sill, where he remained until his death. The records show
that one Geronimo, born in Arizona, age 63, was enlisted
at Fort Sill, I. T., June 11, 1897, as an Indian scout, to
serve three years, and was discharged there June 10, 1900. /
Geronimo, the Apache chief, died at Fort Sill February 17,
1909.
.
'
The average American citizen will . a~cept the above
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statement as showing "expressly" that for three years during the period Geronimo was held as a prisoner of war he
enjoyed the rank, pay, and emoluments of a "scout" in the
regular army. There was no other "Geronimo" in the list
of Apaches detained at Fort Sill, and "Geronimo, born in
Arizona, age 63," is a description that exactly fits Geronimo
- the renegade, alias Geronimo - the prisoner of war,
alias Geronimo - the IndiaiJ. scout.
Recently I requested the adjutant general to advise me
as to the pay received and the duties performed by Geronimo during the three years he served. his country as an
Indian scout. Under date of Washington, D. C., February
17, 1928, Adjutant General Lutz Wahl replied as follows:
Geronimo, the Apache leader, while interned at Fort
Sill, Indian Territory, was enlisted there in the U. S. Army
as an Indian scout. He held the rank of private during' his
service . . . . Indian scouts received the pay and allowances of cavalry soldiers. . . . Eleven other Indians were
enlisted there as scouts at the same time. . . . The enlistment of Indians as scouts (soldiers) was authorized by
Section 6 of an Act of Congress approved July 28, 1866.
Nothing is known here of any particular duties performed by Geronimo while he was an enlisted scout. He
probably performed no regular duties. He was at the
Omaha Exposition from September 9 to October 30, 1898.
It is interesting to note that General Wahl has elimin-

ated such harsh designations as "renegade," "hostile" or
"prisoner of war" and mildly states that "Geronimo, ·the
Apache leader, while interned at Fort Sill, was enlisted in
the U. S. Army as an Indian scout;" that he held the rank
and received the pay and allowances of a cavalry soldier;
that he probably performed no regular duties, and that during the period he was serving as a "scout" (and interned
at Fort Sill) he was permitted to spend nearly two months
at the Omaha. Exposition.
·
.
While in Arizona, · Geronimo was restricted to the
spectacular dual role of renegade and prisoner of war, but
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at Mt. Vernon Barracks and at Fort Sill he was advanced
to a triple role in the great drama, he having acted as justice
of the peace at the former camp, and a scout at Fort Sill.
In this connection I cannot resist comparing the favors
shown Geronimo with the absolute neglect that has been
the lot of Tau-el-cly-ee, that faithful and effiCient member
of the San Carlos Police Force. On December 22, 1875,
Dis-a-lin, a prominent young chief, ran amuck at the San
Carlos agency in a frenzied attempt to kill the agent, the
chief clerk, and the chief of police. Although related to
the young chief; Tau-el-cly-ee promptly shot and killed Disa-lin. In June, 1876, Tau-el-cly-:ee was designated sergeant
of the company of Apache Police. that accompanied me to
Apache Pass in connection with the removal of the Chiricahuas. There, with twenty men he captured the murderer
Pi-on-se-nay and brought him in to the agency, and later
acted as special guard while conveying Pi-on-se-nay en route
to Tucson - until the prisoner was transferred to the
custody of the deputy sheriffs of Pima county. These are
examples of his loyal and efficient services. Nevertheless,
for years, he has wandered about the mining camps of Globe
and Miami, old, decrepit, almost blind - an object of
charity. On several occasions I have contributed funds for
the relief of Tau-el-cly-ee. He was denied a pension because he was never enrolled in the army. How easy it would
have been to remedy this situation by enlisting Tau-el-cly-ee
as an "Indian sco.ut" - a Ia Geronimo. The "pay and allowances of a cavalry soldier" would have taken ca.re of
him handsomely for three years - and thereafter he would
have been eligible for a pension.
Geronimo never betrayed a penchant for hard labor
but he did develop a remarkable aptitude for intercepting
the nimble dollar. Down at Mount Vernon Barracks, soon
after he had decided that the pen is mightierthat the needlegun, he learned. to print his name - using· only capital
letters. When I visited Mount Vernon in 1894 I found the .
wily Apache "justice of the peace" had established a fairly
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lucrative business as a commercial publicity agent. He
made small bows with two arrows. On the bow he placed
his autograph. He also had autographed photographs of
himself. Visitors to the barracks and travelers at the railway station-were given frequent opportunities to purchase
either or both of .these autographed articles. Gerou.imo
said that business was not too bad. He was acting as his
own. publicity agent and allowing the public to pay for it.
Thereafter· Geronim9 always had a ~upply of autographed
photographs to exchange for silver coins. I have been told
he would sell the buttons from his coat, or sell his hat for
silver coins. I don't blame him. I would do the same.
Mr. Burbank paid hirri to sit for his portrait, and h~ told
Mr. Barrett he would tell him the story of his life if he
(Barrett) wou_ld pay him. The three years during which
he drew the pay and allowances of a cavalry soldier, with
no regular duties to perform, added much to his peace and
prosperity, while, at the same time, his new rank and uniform as "Indian scout'' served as a boost to the autograph
and photograph business. But the peak of his business
opportunities were the periods he was permitted to spend
at the Omaha, Buffalo, and St. Louis Expositions. His
presence at these big shows had been widely advertised,
and· the dear people wanted to see him, and to talk with
him, and to trade with him- and Geronimo never neglected
his own business. He says in his book that at first he did
not want to go to the St. Louis World's Fair, but when assured that· he would· "receive good attention and protection"
he consented; that permission was obtained from the President, and that he remained six months at the Fair in charge
. of representatives of the Indian Department.
;
Regarding his personal business at the Fair Geronimo'
says: "I· sold my photographs for twenty-five cents; and
was allowed to keep ten cents of this for myself. I also
wrote my name for ten, fifteen, or twenty-five cents, as
the case might be, and kept all of that money . . . . when
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I returned I had plenty of money - more than I had ever
owned before."
.
Unfortunately, I have not been able to obtain any
authentic .statement as to the revenue Geronimo received
in royalties or otherwise from the publication of his book,
but enough has been presented to indicate that this noted
Apache leader was fairly successful from a business standpoint, notwithstanding the handicap under which he labored
owing to his status as a "prisoner of war."
A number of excellent portraits of Geronimo have been
painted by Mr. E. A. Burbank, an artist of rare ability. ·
Mr. Burbank spent considerable time at Fort Sill and arranged with the noted Apache chief for several sittings.
In compensation for sittings for the first two portraits
Mr. Burbank says he gave Geronimo five dollars; a chair,
and a sack of grain, and subsequently he paid him five
dollars for each, sitting of six hours. The artist and his
Apache subject became great. friends, and Mr: Burbank
tells me that Geronimo was always genial, courteous, and
frank in his manner, kind to his family, a.nd that he met
every appointment with exact promptness. And, as a matter of fact, I recognize that Mr. Burbank discovered in
Geronimo
traits that
are characteristic of the Apache race.
I
.
The most spectacular exhibition of Geronimo was his
appearance in the military parade on the occasion of the
inauguration of Theodore Roosevelt as President of the
· United States. The date was March 4, 1905. Through a
singular coincidence, my son, Woodworth (born in Tucson,
Arizona, the year after my capture of Geronimo in 1877)
was a member of the general inaugural committee and
chairman of the sub-committee on publicity, and Colonel
Roosevelt's request that Geronimo should appear in the inaugural parade was made to him. The President's request
was complied with. Five former noted renegade chiefs
were brought to Washington, a Sioux, a Comanche, a Ute,
a Blackfoot and an Apache. All dolled up in genuine dimenovel Indian toggery, including buckskins, war-paint, and
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feathers, each carrying the weapon of his choice, and
mounted on prancing steeds, liberally draped and festooned
according to the several asserted fashions of the respective
tribes exhibited, these five representatives of the bad actors
on many a blood-stained western trail, proudly rode abreast
up Pennsylvania A venue in front of a battalion of cadets
from the Carlisle Indian School, thus forming a conspicuous
section of the imposing inaugural parade.
Colonel Roosevelt suggested that these old relics of the
wild and woolly war-path in contrast with the battalion of
Indian cadets would indicate the progress the red man had
made in the preceding. quarter century, but the rough
rider's well known penchant for the spectacular doubtless
inspired the invitation. These heap-big war chiefs thoroughly enjoyed the distinguished honor paid them, as well as
the marked interest evinced by the vast inauguration
throngs, and were glad to express their appreciation and
approval of the fact that the sovereign· American people.
had chosen Colonel Roosevelt to succeed himself as the
"Great White Father" at Washington.
Geronimo, who had by no means lost his cunning,
availed himself of this opportunity to appeal in person to
his host, the President of the United States, for a pardon,
or parole, and permission to return to his old, familiar
hunting grounds in Arizona. The exact phraseology of
"'I:eddy's" diplomatic refusal to accede to the pathetic appeal of the ex-renegade Apache chief is not immediately
;' ~vailable for convenient quotation in this narrative.
And thus it transpired that Geronimo was destined to
live out the remainder of his days on the land allotted to
him at Fort Sill. He is asserted to have dictated an autobiography which was published in book form. He died at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, February 17, 1909. Following are
some of the press despatches announcing his death.
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INDIAN CHIEF DIES AFTER BEING PRISONER
TWENTY-TWO YEARS

Fort Sill, Okla., February 17, 1909. - After twentytwo years a prisoner of war, Geronimo, the Apache chieftain, died at the Military hospital of pneumonia today. He
was 86 years of age and had been critically ill forty-eight
hours. His wife and three children - Lola, who lives in
Omaha, and Eva and Robert, now attending the Chilocco
Indian School - survive.
Geronimo and his band surrendered to Gen. Nelson
A. Miles at Skeleton Canyon, Arizona, September 3, 1886,
after a long chase, during which the Indians massacred
scores of whites and led the United States regulars from
the San Carlos agency, in Arizona, where the outrages began, to the Mexican line.
After being taken prisoner of war, the chieftain was
sent to Fort Pickens, Florida. He was afterwards transferred to Mount Vernon Barracks, Alabama, and later to
Fort Sill, where he remained until his death. During his
term he was permitted to visit Omaha, the Pan-American
Exposition and the St. Louis World's Fair. Four years
ago the Apaches, after many councils, by ballot elected
Asa, son of Whoa, and friend and official interpreter of
Geronimo, to succeed the once honored leader as chief.
Geronimo at that time was believed to be too aged and feeble
to stand the strain that was constantly required.
He will be buried on the reservation here, with Christian rites. All of the 267 Apaches held here will be permitted to attend the funeral.·
GERONIMO DEAD FROM PNEUMONIA
.~-lged

Chieftain Dies at Fort Sill After an Illness
of a Couple of Days
Lawton, Okla., February 17, 1909. -After an illness
of little more than two days, Geronimo, war chief of the
Chiricahua Apaches, for years the terror of Mexican and
white.settlers throughout the entire southwest, prisoner of
war since 1886, when he surrendered to General 1\liles in
Skeleton Canyon, Arizona, died at 5 :45 A. M. today in the
Military Hospital at Fort Sill from pneumonia.
Firm in the faith of his tribesmen, having about two
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years ago renounced the Christian religion, which was
espoused two years before when near death from accident,
determined in character as when in his prime, the old
chieftain stayed death much longer than expected awaiting
the arrival of his two children, Eva, seventeen,and Robert,
nineteen, who were in school at Chilocco, but, disappointed
when they failed to come last night, he died this morning
apparently without pain~ He will be buried tomorrow after·noon in the Indian cemetery, near Fort Sill, with Christian
rites. "
His tribesmen, wild with grief, moaning and weeping,
all day have filed into the room where his body lies, weeping and praying to the Great Spirit. His only surviving
wife, Niya, is prostrated, and upon learning of his death
attempted to kill his favorite horse that. its spirit might
go with that of its master, but the Indians prevented her.
Geronimo was probably eighty years old. Twenty-five
years ago his reputation in Arizona was that of a fiend in
human form, and for ten years before that his name had
been dread word among settlers and ranchmen.
, Geronimo became chief of the Chiricahua Apaches in
1874 on the death of Chief Cochise, under whose leadership
the Chiricahua Apaches had distinguished themselves for
wholesale rapine and plunder.
Geronimo was one of the few Indians accounted by
United States soldiers as possessing real military genius.
He was pursued steadily by troops for fifteen years, and
was captured finally because he permitted himself to be,
believing that he would be turned loose again on promising good behaviour.·
'·
General Crook fought him for ten years and finally captured him. He agreed to reform fl,nd the government put
him back on his reservation. He broke loose again in 1885
and with a band of warriors committed many atrocities.
General Miles was then sent to get him, and, with the assistance of Colonel (later General) Lawton, did so in 1886.

a

GERONIMO LAID IN GRAVE

Old Indian Chief Buried at Fort SilL Goes to the
Happy Hunting Grounds According to Abridged
Apache Rites
Lawton, Okla., February 18, 1909. -

Geronimo, the
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old Indian war chief, who died at Fort Sill yesterday, was
buried today in the Apache burying ground northeast of
the army post. The Rev. L. L. Legters, the Indian missionary, conducted the services, which were as similar to the
Apache system of burial as the clergyman thought proper.
War Department officials had set aside today as a
holiday for the Apache prisoners of war at Fort Sill, and
the 200 warriors joined in the slow procession that carried
the body of their old leader to the grave.
It was only by great effort that Geronimo's widow was
kept yesterday from killing the old warrior's sorrel driving
horse, his favorite, so that it might pass on with him to
the happy hunting grounds.
Geronimo died in the faith of his fore-fathers, which
knew no white man's god. The sun was his conception
of deity. .Four years ago, when Geronimo feared that the
injuries received in a fall from his horse would prove fatal,
he joined the Reformed Church. He was suspended from
the church two years later because of excessive drinking,
gambling and other infractions of church rules. ·
Asa Dukluge, who has been acting of the Apaches in
all their· dealings with the government, will likely succeed
Geronimo: Dukludge is the last of the hereditary chiefs
of the Chiricahua branch of the Apaches to which Geronimo
belonged.
The announcement that funeral services conducted by
Rev. L. L. Legters, the Indian missionary, "were as similar
to the Apache system of burial as the clergyman thought
proper" doubtless was a creation emanating from the romantic imagination of the reporter. The Apaches were
very secretive in the matter of their burial rites, so much
so that I never witnessed the burial of a single Apache while
. I was their agent - except that of Tah-zay in the Congressional Cemetery at Washington, D. C., and an Apache
never· voluntarily mentioned the name of a deceased relative.
Geronimo was a dominating character. He possessed
courage, intuition, determination, initiative, and executive
ability to a marked degree, and he was an adept in the ef-.
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fective use of stratagen, as well as the fine art of diplomacy.
These rare qualifications plus physical strength and endurance coupled with a restive, insubordinate disposition enabled him to achieve extraordinary success along certain
chosen lines in the face of seemingly overwhelming odds.
He was born a nomadic savage in· an arid, austere,.
mountainous country sparsely inhabited by roving bands of
the Apache. race. As an infant he was warmed by the sun,
rocked by the winds, and sheltered by the trees. ·His nursery was the wide, open spaces of rugged Nature, and here,
as intelligence dawned and understanding developed, he
listened to stirring tales of the pleasures of the chase· and
the glories of the war-path. Very soon, as he grew in
statue and strength, he demonstrated his fitness for leadership by organizing the little Apache boys with. whom he played into a band of make-believe raiders and inspired
them to imitate feats of war. Therefore we are not surprised at his delight 'when, as a mere youth still in his
"teens," the wise men ignored the custom of the tribe by
admitting him to the councils of the braves and the activities of the war-path.
Geronimo descended from an ancestry of warriors. H.is
grandfather was renowned for the vigor and success of
his raids against the Mexicans. His first active experience
on the war-path was under the capable leadership of Mangus Colorado, but he proved such an apt pupil that very
soon. he was organizing and leading his own raiding parties. Mexico was his principal field of operations. He acquired a bitter hatred for the Mexicans and for three decades he raid.ed their territory almost ·annually. Thus,
raiding becaine his occupation, and murder and pillage his
habit. The reverses he met with only increased his bitterness· and quickened his zeal. His environment and experience evolved for him a harsh code of ethics which, to himself, fully justified his ruthless deeds of plunder and bloodshed. His greateilt concern was that the particular raid
in which he was engaged should be successful - and that
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success was usually measured by the number killed and the
amount and value of the booty secured.
This is a picture of the Geronimo whom I met for the
first time at Apache Pass on June 8, 1876. This picture is,
largely, painted by himself in his story of his life. Never before having heard of Geronimo, I knew nothing of his history, and could learn very little at that time. Prior to this
meeting with me his passion for raiding had been praticalIy unrestrained. Having indulged in these savage forays
for a quarter century, the activities of the war-path had
become his business and the cruel scenes of the blood-red
trail his divertisement. In these circumstances it is not
altogether surprising that when our government sought
to restrain his lawlessness and halt his depredations he
resented this action as an interference with his natural
rights, and he promptly defied the United States by fleeing
into
Mexico.
.
.
Not many months later we find him hob-nobbing with
his friend, Victorio, at the Ojo Caliente agency in New Mexico- 'and actually drawing rations at that agency. Then
came his second meeting with me at Ojo Caliente on April
21, 1877. Our stratagem deceived him .. He walked into
our trap .:..._ and into the guard-house IN CHAINS I can
now appreciate his chagrin and humiliation at thus fin~
ing himself a shackled prisoner. He reasoned that he "did
not belong" to us and therefore his arrest was unjust.
Doubtless he was sincere in this judgment. But he was a·
sport, and having surrendered in such abrupt fashion that
the very important matter of ''terms" could not e~en be
hinted at, he become a most tractable prisoner and did not
give his guards the slightest inconvenience during the long
trek from Ojo Caliente to San Carlos.
After a few months, his tact and diplomacy won for
him a parole from his chains and the guardhouse at San
Carlos. Soon he regaled himself with one of his habitual
annual outings into Mexico, and then returned to San Carlos. In the fall of 1881 he again left the reservation with
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a large following- included Nah-chee and his band. From
that time until he was sent to Florida in the·fallof 1886, his
dealings were largely with the military. He defied the
United States and Mexico. H~ fought the armies of both
nations - and· s1,1r:vived that stupendous ordeal unscathed.
He surrendered three times during this period, - twice to
General Crook and once to General Miles, but always the
time and place and terms were dictated by himself. The
conditions of his first surrender to General Crook (in
1883) allowed him to return to the reservation · for
a rest period of more than a year. While thus recuperating from his strenuous life in Mexico fighting the troops
of two nations, he was afforded opportunity to look after
the. very important matter of his. equipment - modern
rifles and an ample supply of ammunition. The period of
rest and preparedness being over, Geronimo and Nah-chee
at the head of a large band of "Chiricahua prisoners escaped
from the reservation on May 17, 1885,'~ and hit the trail
for Mexico for another outing of murder and pillage. But
now the raiding· arena had been extended to include the
territory of the United States, and Geronimo justified his
·raids into American territory on the grounds that the
United States troops were fighting him in Mexico.
Geronimo's second surrender to General Crook on
Marc~ 28, 1886, endured for two days and a night,. and
then he and the Chiricahua prisoners with him "escaped to
the hills." ·
Now enters General Miles. It was reported that Geronfmo had made overtures of surrender to General Crook.
in March, 1886, · b'ecaus<e his band were worn out and .his.•
supply of food and ammunition exhausted._ Nevertheless,
Geronimo was able to fight the troops under Miles and the
Mexican troops from April until September, 1886. And
then, on September 3, 1885, at Skeleton Canyon, Geronimo
told General Miles that he (Geronimo) would die fighting
unless the terms of surrender were to his liking.
18
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And we learn froni a combination of Official records
and Getohinib's statement and the subsequent history of
the hostiles; that General Miles made haste to promise
Geronimo that his life and ·the lives of all of his people
would be spared; that the government would protect and
provide for them; that they would be. given lands and homes
and stock and implements, etc., and that Geronimo, him'"
self, would not be 'required to do any work as long as he.
lived. Thus it is obvious that the only punishment inflicted
upon Geronimo was exile from the mountains and trails
he loved sq well -'- and the consequent enforced abandon"'ment Of his annual outings for pillage and 'murder in
.
Mexico.
Having accepted exile, Geronimo abandoned his for""
mer harsh weapons of stratagem ·and force and substituted
in their stead the more genteel qualities of tact and diplo""
tnacy. It was the exerCise of these qualities throug·h the
inedinm of his strong persoliality that enabled him, through'"
otit tfie 'period 6f his internment as a prisoner of war; to
obtain for himself many favors and adv~mtages •. His office Of justice of the peace at Mount Vernon Barracks not
only gave him a degree of authority, but also a modicum
of dignity ahd responsibility. At Fort Sill, he manoeuvered
himself into the position Of. ah "Indian scout" -(actually
a soldier ih the. regular army) which entitled him to wear
the uniform and draw the pay and allowances of ·a cavalry
soldier. His record as a ·r·uthless renegade ahd. his conduct
as ah i'nterned p'risoher of war made it possible for him ·
to eftjoy the exceptional advantages of spenaing petiods
varying from two to six months at the Omaha and Buffalo
Exp'ositions and the St. Louis World's Fait. These results
prove that his tact and diplomacy served him well.
Geronimo deClared mb're than on·ce that ·no one could
kill him, and it is by no means improbable that he believed
this to be true. It can'not be doubted that he flirted .with
death many times during the pecades when he was persis-
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tently and aggressively active as a ruthless raider and desperate outlaw, and it is easily possible that as, time after
time, the grim reaper missed hiin by the narrowest of mariins, he may have become convinced in his own mind that
the Fates .had decreed that he was not born to be killed.
And I ha\·e often thought that during the period he
was fighting two armies in Mexico Geronimo vvas obsessed
with another conviction, - viz: - that he. was the sole
arbiter of the question as to when he should rest on the
reservation and when he should revel on the war-path.
Certain it is that his success in dictating his own terms
.would justify that conviction.
Geronimo's last appearance in public - and the most
spectacular exhibition in his remarkable career- occurred
at Washington, D. C., on March 4, 1905, when, at the special
request of the president of the United States, he and four
other ex-renegade Indian war-chiefs, all duly striped and
smeared and caparisoned, constituted a unique and conspicuous feature of the presidential inaugural parade as it
moved with martial tread along that world-famed boulevard
of the nation's capital - Pennsylvania Avenue!
Truly it may be said that, throughout his eventful
career, Geronimo overcame and achieved in a masterful
manner.
When I arrested Geronimo in 1877 and conveyed him
500 miles in shackles, my official report of the affair was
contained in a single paragraph, and at the inception of
this story I had no thought that it would extend itself to
such length. However, when we reflect that these details
involve events running through nearly half a century of
.frontier history, and are concerned with many characters
of ·more or less prominence, it may be considered that the
narrative is well worth the space herein allotted to it.
The leniency extended to Geronimo by General Crook
and. General Miles is, to me, inexplicable, and yet so far
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as these two military commanders are concerned I entertai:r;I
only feeling's of sincere regret. . My deeper and stronger
sentiments have ever gone out to the great mass of the
Apaches who, in one way or another, have always paid the
bitter penalties which should have been assessed against
Geronimo, that professional renegade, arid other Indians
of similar desperate character, as well as those in authority
responsible for faulty management.
Three of the leading actors in this prolonged tragedy
of misfortune, treachery and bloodshed have crossed the
Great Divide. General George Crook and General Nelson
A. Miles are sleeping their last, long sleep within monumented tombs amid the nation's honored dead in that great
cemetery on the brow of Arlington, Virginia, and, as I was
informed by an army officer stationed at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, the mortal remains of Geronimo lie hidden there IN AN UNMARKED GRAVE.

v.
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MILITARY ESCORTS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL '
BY FRED

S. PERRINE

(Concluded)
In the New Mexico Historical Review of April 1927,
Vol. II, No. 2, was begun an article entitled "Military Escorts on· the Santa Fe Trail."
The Report of Major Bennett Riley was taken as
printed, from American State Papers, Military Affairs, vol.
.ix, pp. 277-280.
Since this article appeared, the writer has been able
to secure, through the courtesy of the War Department, a
photostatic copy· of Major Riley's original manuscript Repor-t; and also a copy of his personal J ou1·nal, covering the
same period.
A few corrections and emendations are necessary to
make the Report, as printed, correspond with the original
manuscript. Some confidential · statements in the manuscript have been deleted, and, for the reason that they v,rere
confidential, did not appear in the account printed in
American States Papers. Many changes in syntax and orthography occur between .the. original manuscript, and as
printed, which will not be noted here, as they are not essen~ial to a perfect understanding of the Report, and only
where the meaning is obscure or radical deviations from
the original are made, will any corrections be noted.
Page 181, line 7, the following should be inserted after the word
"succeeded:" "it is now my opinion that it did more injury to the
cattle than all th!;! rest of the campaign, and that they have never
got over it."
line 17, should read,-"have all been. killed and scalped to a
rnan; but fortunately for them .
,;
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last line should read,-"my answer to all their communications, in one marked F. We parted on the ... "
Page 182, line 8, read,-"good as we could get at that point.
The woods ab9v:~ was a little. . ."
line 17, read,-"that was a proof of the danger, but added
that they. ~ ."
Page 184, line 13, read,-"and when within about one hundred
and fifty yards fired a volley;"
Page 185,- line 10, read,-'~four oxen, ten public horses and nine
private and four public mules;"
lin~ 25, read,-"Lie11tenant Cooke instead of "Brooke."
line 27,' read,- checking instead of "charging."
lin~ 32, afte~ the 'word "country'~ .two lines ~re deleted in the
original manuscript, neither do they appear in the printed report.
Page 186, line 1, read,_.:_Kiaways iilst~ad of "Hiaways."
line 7, read, -Arter instead of "Astor."·
line 21, read-Lieutenant Van Swearingen instead of Lieutenant "Swearingen."
Page 187; line 14, re.ad,-surprised instead of "dispersed."
line 18, read,-coming instead of "crossing."
lines 29-30, read,-"The enemy )laving gathered on the left
flank, the 6 P [six-pounder] was moved to that point."
Page 188, line 21, the original manuscript shows three of four
words deleted following the word "pursuit."
line 22, in original, twelve lines deleted after word "retreat."
The deleted lines possibly were Major Riley's opinion of Captain
Pentland's action.
line 26, read,-"Arter and Nation."
Page 189, line 15, read,-"every few days" instead of "every day."
line 19, read,-rations instead of "ration>
line 36, read,-32 Cwt. instead of "thirty-two."
Page 191, line 5, read,-"the documents marked H. & I." instead
of H. T. P.
line 19, read,-"his troops and Tause [Taos] Indians."
Page 191, line 27, read,-"almost every day" instead of "every
day."
This original Report is endorsed as follows:
. 74
Cantonmt Levenworth
Novemr 22d 1829
Brevet Majr. Riley
6th Regt · of Inf.
to
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Brevet Brigr Gen
Leven worth
Reports, his return, and
the. result of his 'expe: '
dition on the Santa 'Fe
Road etc etc
(Accompanying dOC!J.II).I:!!J.tS ilF.!l
marked from A to K inclusive)
Reed Jany 7th- 1830.·

The Jo~rnal mentioned in Major :R,Hey'::; Repprt, is
written in the same hand as the Rep9rt, n..ei~h~r being in
the hand writing of Major Riley, but evidE:liJ.tly the w9rk of
his Adjutant, Lieutenant James F. Izard.
The following is an exact copy of the J oumal. Like
many of the journals 'of the period, the pun~tqat!9n ifi! of
the "dot ~:nd dash" sy~te!p.; a:n.d the manuscript f~i:rlY
bristles with colons ~nd serp.i~colons. Some times a sep.tep.~~
is closed by a period and a dash, and in some instarwes, to
make sure that the reader will not run two sentences to,.
gether, a period and two dashes separate them. Capital
letters are sprinkled with a lavish hand thru the manus~:r~Pt, b~fthe ~rtP.o~r~phy is far ~poye th,e l]sual. The long
"s" is ~seq thrqout the n~:rr~tiv~ in confo:rma:nce wjth tn~
style of the period.
With this introduction we-present the original J()urnal·
of Major Bennett Riley.
'

Journal .of the expedition .of a :Oetac}).ment ()f fplJr ~.omp~nies
of the 6th Regiment of Infantry from Jefferson Barracks Mo. to
the c;r9fsi:ng .of tl).~ A-r~~I)._sas ;river by the S~nta Fe trace; ()Jy way
of Canton~ent Leavenworth.)
.
The expedition being ordered for the protection of the Santa Fe
trade, it has been advertis~~ py Gepl. Atkinso;n,' that the tropps will
march fr.oq~ the Cantonment ~l:J~mt the l•t. of Jui).e,,In conformity to instructions, the l•t. Battalion left Jefferson
~arr~ck!! on th~ 5th, of ¥ar ~n th~ St(_!a:rp.)Joat Pial).!), for Cant. Le;1venworth·
· ·
·
The following are the names of the officers who accompany the
expedition1. He!lrf Atkinson, was bom in North Carolina, and served re~pectively in
the srd:45tli', s7th;-~n"ci Sth in'r~ntey. "Ii~ w;;s b~e~~tt~ ·B~'iiradier Q!!~er~i· ~!'Y
13, 1820. He di'ed June 14. 1842.
·
' ·
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Bt. Mayor Riley Comt."
2d. Lieut. Izard Adjt." ,
2d. Lieut. Brooke A. A. Qr. Mr. & Com. Sub,•
Doctor Nicoll Afst Surgeon."
Capt. Wickliffe Comg. Compy. F.•
Cnpt. Pentland Comg. Compy. B.'
Ist. Lieut. Waters Comg. Compy. H.8
2d. Lieut. Van Swearingen Comg. Compy. A.•
2d. Lieut. Dorr.10
2d. Lieut. Searight.11
2d. Lieut. Cooke.12
2d. Lieut Sevier.'"

Lieut. Brooke left St. Louis on the 20th of April on his way by
land to Cant. Leaventh., with orders to purchase transportation at
Franklin14 and Liberty: 15 with a view to lefsen the great quantity
of subsistence necefsary for so long a march and stay in a section
·of Country where it cannot be procured, the teams are to consist of
oxen and a considerable proportion purchased in the subsistence
department, to be used for beef as the loads are lightened.
May 6th.
The boat arrived early this morning at Belle Fontaine ;'6 a hundred Sabres & a hundred pairs of holster· pistols were here taken
2. Bennett Riley, see New Mexico Historical Review Vol. ii No .. 2 p 177 note 1.
3. James Farley Izard, ibid Page 183, note 14.
4. Francis J. Brooke, ibid Page 178, note. 3.
5. William Howard Nicoll, born in New York state, and served respectively
as surgeons mate, post surgeon and assistant surgeon. Was appointed Major and
Surgeon July 28, 1830. Died March 5, 1831.
· 6. William N. Wickliffe, see New Mexico Historical Review, Vol ii, No. 2, p.
181, note 12.
·
7. Joseph Pentland, ibid Page 183, note 15.
8. George Washington Waters, ibid Page 184, note 17.
9. Joaeph Van Swearingen, ibid Page 184, note 18.
10. Gustavus Dorr, was born in the state of Massachusetts, graduated from
West Point, Class of 1825. He served in the 6th ·Infantry from 1825 to 1843,
and was dropped from the ·rolls in 1843. Died January 16, 1855.
11. Jos~ph Donaldson Searight, see New Mexico Historical· Ret•iew, Vol. ii,
No. 2, Page 182, note 13.
12. Philip StGeorge Cooke, see ibid Page 184, note 16.
13. Robert Sevier, see ibid Page 188, note 19.
14. Franklin, Mo., see ibid Vol. ii No. 3, Page 270 note 5.
15. Liberty, Mo., see ibid Vol. ii No. 2, Page 180, note 11.
16. Belle Fontaine, n~ar the mouth of the Missouri, occupied by troops from
:1803 to 1826.
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aboard: they are to bE) used if called for by Gov. Miller" of. Mifsouri
by a volunteer (!ompany of Militia, which he is endeavouring to raise,
to accompany the caravan beyond the Mexican line to Santa Fe;
considerable danger being apprehended on that part of. the route.
The boat came to for the night 12 miles above St. Charles.'".
On the 9th of May. she pafsed the Steam boat Duncan at 5
o'clock P. M.: she came to at night a mile above FranklinMay 13th.
The rudder of the Steamboat was accidentally broken at 3 o'clocl_{
P. M.: the boat was in consequence detained for the rest of the day.
May 14th.
A new rudder was completed by 12 o'clock: the boat reached
at sunset 2 miles above the mouth of the Little Platte river.
17. The following information relative to Governor Miller, was supplied me
oy Miss Stella M. Drumm, "of the Missouri Historical Society.
"John Miller, editor, soldier· third Governor of the State of Missouri, and member of Congress, was born in Berkeley County, Virginia, November 25, 1781, and
died at Florissant, St. Louis County Missouri, March 18, 1846. Reared on a farm
wi.th the advantages of only a common school education, he showed the military
inclination of his character when a boy by playing soldier, with himself at the. head
of a company. While a young man he removed to Steubenville, Ohio, and published
there the Steubenville Gazette. When the War of 1812 came on his martial spirit
and abilities caused him to be appointed general of the State militia of Ohio, and
afterward, colonel in the United States Army, in command of the Nineteenth
Infantry, serving under General William Henry Harrison. On one occasion, while
General Harrison was concentrating his forces at Fort Meigs for the invasion of
Canada, the ·British, under the cover of night, erected a battery of six guns in
annoying proximity to the fort, and General Harrison, calling his colonels togeth~r.
asked them, one by one, who would undertake to capture it, and Colonel Miller,
irritated at the unmilitary method, bluntly said. "I'll try, sir," and taking a detachment of 350 men, Kentucky volunteers, with a few regulars, he charged the
battery, defended by double the number of British and Indians, captured the guns,
spiked them, and returned to the fort with a considerable body of prisoners. Colonel
Miller served on the Canadian border till the close of the war, and was then ordered
to Missouri. In 1817 he resigned his position in the army, settled in Cooper County
and was appointed register of lands, whi~h place he held for eight years. In 1825
he was elected Goveronr to· fill the· vacancy caused by the death of Governor Bates.
There were two other candidates in the field, Judge David Todd a~d William C.
Carr, and the canvass was remarkable for the bitter personalities with which it
was conducted. The vote stood, for Miller 2,380; Carr, 1,4';0; Todd, 1,113. In
1822 he was re-elected for a full term, and his administration was long remembered for the unusual agricultural prosperity that marked it. In 1836, four years
·after his retirement from the Governor's office, he was elected one of the two
Representatives in Congr~ss from Missouri, and he was re-elected in 1838 and again
in 1840, serving for three terms with distinguished honor."
18. St. Charles, Mo., located on the Missouri River, and mentioned by many
of the early western travelers. One of the oldest French settlements on the Missouri.
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May 15th.
At 12 o'clock the boat arrived at Cantonment Leavenworth. We
were received with a Salute of 15 guns: the battalion encamped immediately on the bank of the river.
Lt. Brooke had ·arrived 3 days before. He had been succefsful
in making the necefsary purchases of transportation.
May 16th.
Five companies of the 3d. Infantry embarked in keel and mackinaw boats left this morning for Jefferson Barracks, when Maj.
RilEiy afsumed command of the post.
''
May 17th.
At Reveillie the troops were moved into quarters: at 12 o'clock
the remaining 3 companies of the 3d. Regt. left in the Steam boat for
below.
White Plume,19 head chief of Kansas, proposed to-day to the Sacs,
that they should unite with his peopl~ in taking adv;mt<J,ge of the
prot-ection of our expedition to hunt in the Pawnee country: they
were advised by Mr. Bean"' Indian subagent not to . accede to the
proposal.
Maj. Riley informed White Plume that if hi~? tribe wished to !\Ccompany the troops, they would be protected, but that they must
by no means expay [expect] pay or provisions. He replied, that he
would C9nsult with his people.
:May 2~d.
Lt. Brooke returned to day from Liberty, where he has been on
duty since the 18th inst: he brought with him his purchases, .consisting of 1~ waggons, 1 <;art, & 60 yoke of oxen, which are al~ left
on the opposite bank of the river un<ler charge of a gu~rd: there
are 5 carts, 12 yoke of oxen, & 10 mules & horses at this post that
are to be used for the expedition.
May 26th.
Lt. Sevier was sent today to t4e Kansas river with or<lers tq
examine & make a report on the state of the road if any, and the
ferry or ford.
19. White (Plume lllanche; Wompawara, )le who scares al) ln!'n) Wll~ ~
Kansas chief. He is mentioned by James, in Long's Expedition, (Thwaites' Early
W""tem Travels Series, Vol. ;xiv, p .177) llS .ll ve~y imp 0 rt..n~ rna;,, a:n!J ;~d~t~~~!i
to become the leader of the. nation," als_o mentioned in De S~net's "~etters a:n~
Sketches, ibid Vol. xxvi_i p 201.
2!). J\!ajor J onathau ~- Bean. was Gov.ernmcnt Sub,agent t<> the f!iou;x fro_'!'
1827 to 1834.
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;May 28th.
This evening Lt. Sevier returned; he reports that it will be necefsary to build a boat to cross the Kansas; & that the road, or
rather, tmil is much cut up by precipitous 'ravines & creeks.
It is thought the best route' for the detachment to the Santa
Fe trace, is by the opposite bank of the Mifsouri; 'where there is
tolerable road for 25 miles down, which strikes the river at a ferry:" 1
this ferry is within ten miles of Independence,"" thro' which the trace
pafses: by either route the waggons & oxen must crofs the Mifsouri
river: so that the only argument in favour of going by the rlght
bank, & 'crofsing the Kansas, is, that it is the most direct by nearly
50 miles: Maj. Riley has determined to take the road on the left
bank.
·
A large detail of men, is constantly employed in finishing, the
gardens commenced by the 3d. Regt._ The mechanics of thl:! detach~
ment, are, & will be employed, till the last moment in repairing
carts, making sideboards & bows for the waggons, mefs chests for
companies & officers, &c.

a

June 1•t.
Today the transportation acrofs the Mifsouri of oxen & carts,
of subsistence & other stores, is commenced: the battalion will march
from the opposite bank June the 4th.
June 3d.
The battalion crofsed the river & encamped on the bank.
June 4th.
The battalion marched at 12 o'clock; the morning having been
consumed in loading waggons; the oxen, too, had 'strayed, & were
collected with much difficulty: the rear gu'ard marched at 3 o'clo~k
P.M.
A Sergeant, 2 Corporals, & 18 men are left at Cant. Leaventh.,
a number of whom are in hospital:- A 6 lb. field piece is carried
on the march:- Light Co. B. is ~quipped with yagers: the guard
consists of a Subaltern, Sergeant, 2 Corporals, and 24 men, which
are divided into an advance and rear guard: Next in the order of
march comes the 6 pounder, with a waggon of fixed ammunition:
next the Companies, followed by the baggage train.
21.
through
then in
Kansas
· · 22.

Crossing the Missouri River into Missouri, the road passed about due east
the present location of Platte City, where it crossed the Little Platte,
a south-easterly directio~ to the ferry, which was 'located near the present
City, Mo. H~re the road joined the Santa Fe trail.
Independenc~:· Mo., see ·Thw'ai~e~; Early Western Travels Vol. xix p 189.
•
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The hattn. reached this evening, the river Platte, 8 miles
the Mifsouri; the rear came up at 10 o'clock at night, the
panies crofsed over .and encamped on the further bank, the
gons remaining on the opposite side. The road is very hilly,
other respects difficult of pafsage.
.

from
Comwag& in

June 5th.
The waggons were crofsed .with much difficulty by 12 o'clock;
the banks on each side of the river being very . high & steep. The
companies had marched at 9 o'clock; they were halted 4 iniles from
the river in a small prairie to await "the arrival of the rear: during the halt it rained; ·this was of great benefit to the cattle which
had suffered much from the heat. at 5 o'clock the march was continued: several creeks were pafsed this afternoon, which required
double teams to crofs the waggons: the battalion encamped on a
ridge the farther bank of a stream 6 miles from the Little Platte.
June 6th.
The battalion was in motion at 6 o'clock; the air is delightfully
cool, the moshettos which have been very annoying, have in consequence entirely disappeared: the march lays thro' an extensive
prairie, the road deep from yesterdays rain: having reached the
woods the road is very hilly. the Camp was established at 4 o'clock,
after a march of 10 miles performed in 8 hours.
June 7th.
The detachment marched af 7 o'clock: the road is very bad &
hilly detaining the march at every moment; the Camp was established between 3 & 4 o'clock P. M. within a mile of the Mifsourli
river, & 8 miles from last nights camp. Today two men deserted.
June 8th.
Last night 3 men deserted.
At Reveillie 2 companies under command of Capt. Wickliffe
.moved forward and crofsed the river Mifsouri at the ferry: 8 or
10 waggons, the field piece, & teams were crofsed during the day.
We were visited by several of the trading company; they stated
their waggons were on ~heir way to the trace; and on the supposition that they would move too fast to. 1ceep company, they wished
to make arrangements relative to the return &c.
June 9th.
All the baggage was crofsed today two companies & their· carts
still remaining on the opposite bank.
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June lOth. ,
The pafsage was completed this morning by 9 o'clock when the
detachment was put in motion.
Capt. Petland with two men, returned express, this morning to
the Cantonment; it is for the double purpose of bringing the mail,
& the pursuit of the deserters.
The detachment reached the prairie & encamped at sunset; the
days march is 8 miles.
June 11th.
The line was in motion at 5 o'clock; we immediately entered the
prairie which rolling endlefsly into hills, extends to the Arkansas;
its face presenting but the single variety of a few small creeks
accompanied occasionally by slight strips of timber.
The nearly constant breeze on large prairies, like that of the
· Sea, and created by the same causes, renders traveling on them,
which otherwise, at times would be impracticable from heat, quite
pleasant.
The detachment was halted between. 11 & 12 o'clock at a fine
spring on the right' of the trace; it was found necefsary to abandon here a worn out cart.
The battalion then marched until sunset, pafsing no running
water; at intervals of a mile or two, within a half mile of the trace
is to be found tolerable standing or stagnant water in sinks; but no
wood.
At sunset 've reached the Round23 Grove, having marched 25
miles; a great distance for oxen; and farther by 10 miles than it
had been thought they were capable going: it decidedly proves that
the caravan will not be delayed by keeping, in company.
The whole trading company was found here encamped; it consists of more than 70 individuals who have 37 waggons.
An interpreter of the Pawnee language, who was hired at Cant.
Leavenworth, this morning joined the detachment.
June 12th.
The battn, was as usual in line of march at sunrise Making a
halt of two hours at noon, .at a small creek, it encamped after marching about 18 miles in 9 hours; the Caravan came up .shortly after.
The troops were tonight ordereq to cook 2 days rations; the
commanding officer having been informed that no wood can be obtained tomorrow night.
23.

Round Grove, see New Mexico Historical Review Vol. ii No. 2

p

179 note 4.
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June 13th.
The Detachment marched 13 miles & encamped on the. verge of
a ravine or sink, containing bad water: there is no wood: to-day
was. very warm it was necessary to make repeated halts without
water, on ac~ount of the oxen: Capt. Pentiand came up at noon; he
brought with him one of the deserters.
June 14th.
The battn. marched 22 miles & arrived at 10 o'clock P. M. at
"110"' mile C'reek." here was found pools of stagnant water, the
first that was to be had in a warm and fatigueing days march of
. 12 hours.
June 15th.
Reveillie was beaten this morning but 4-1/2 hours after tattoo:
the battalion encamped at sunset; it made the usual halt during the·
heat of the day: the march was interrupted by the pafsage of several dry creeks with high & steep banks, we advanced but 15 miles.
June 16th.
The Detachment pafsed in a march of 15 miles 4 small creeks,
which, as on yesterday, were the cause of considerable detention:
the camp was established on the farther bank of the 4th., at sunset.
June 17th.
The road today is over hilly & broken ground the . days tnarch
is but 12 miles; the battalion encamped on a timbered stream, one
of the many 'smali tl.·ib!ltarie's of the Neosho, or .Gr.and River, which
have been pafsed in the liast three days.
.iu'ne 1Sth.
The battalion r~ached Courici.l25 Grove on the Neosho, at 9 o'clock
A. M., having marched 7 miles: here the Camp was immediately
established: it is ordered that a halt will be made until June 20th.
the men are eitgaged in washing clothing &c.
Council Grove is 140 miles from Fort Osage"• and rather more
tha'n half way to where the h·ace first strikes the Arkansas river.
Th'e oxen are in ·as good order
they were on 'the Mifsouri
river; 'the inen all in fine health.

as

24. 110 Mile' Creek, so named for its distance from Fo~t Osage.
25. Council Grove see New Mexico Historical Review Vol. ii' No. 2 p 179 note 5.
26. Fort Osage, site originally recommended by Lewis and Clark, abandoned
as a military post, upon the erection of Fort Leavenworth in 1827.
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June 19th.
Two trusty men were sent back exprefs to the Cantonment;
they are mounted \On ·mules; they are the bearers of a package of
letters, and are ordered to bring the mails for 2 weeks:
June 20th.
The battalion marched 15 miles to Diamond" spring by one
-o'clock the usual halt was lengthened till 5. o'clock, awaiting the arrival of the ca1'avan; the Camp was then established for the night.
June 21st.
The prairie this morning afsumes a more level form than heretofore; the gtafs short, no timber, indicating streains, to be seen.
there was found in the road this forenoon a piece of bark on which
was .cut words to the following effect: viz. that the Pawnee Picts
had killed one of the. Kansas; that the rest of the party had ciofsed
to th~ head waters of Kansas river; adding "You had better look
out for them., June 4<h.''
The Camp was established at dusk near a pool of stagnant water;
& no wood to be had: to day's march is. 24 miles.
June 22d.
Th'e Hne waso in inotioil at 4 o'~Clock, in 4 hom·s~it 1·eaclied the
Cottonwood fol'k of the N eo'sho: a halt was made to cook breakfast';
were then informed that the next wood and water is 18 miles
distant, farth'er than could be marched to"day. The camp was ordered
to be established.
June 23d.
The battalion encamped at 6 o'clock P. M. at a small stream on
which there is no wood. The usual halt was made at noon but without water: the day's march is 19 miles.

we

J line '24th.
It wa·s discovered at reveillie that 6 .horses were mifsing: 3 of
them were the property of officers. &.3 of the sutler: men were immediately sent out after them, & nearly the whole day was spent
'in an ineffectual search; it is supposed by sOiile, that they were stolen
by Indians.
.
A man arrived 'this forenoon exprefs fro'm Can't. 'Leave'nworth;
he was the bearer of one mail which contained nothing of importance:
he did not meat (sic) the exprefs sent in from Council Grove.
27.

Diamond Spring, near the town of the same name. in Morris Co., Kan.
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Buffalo dung was made use of today, for fuel, in cooking; there
being no wood.
·
June 25th.
The battalion marched 25 miles: reaching the Little Arkansas28
river at 8 o'clock P. M.; the usual halt was rendered necefsary at
noon, by the heat, there was however no water: the oxen have been
15 hours without being watered.
The.pttle Arkansas is at present about 10 feet wide; the banks
which it appears to overflow, are 15 feet high and very steep.
June 26th.
The troops were em}Jloyed until 7 o'clock' A. M. in digging down
the banks of the river, and in otherwise rendering it pafsable by
waggons: the detachment & caravan had crofsed by 10 o'clock; the
day's march was then commenced: the heat is excefsive; the battalion marched but 10 miles, making a long halt at noon, & reaching a creek at sunset: we were today, for the first time, deserted
by the prairie breeze.
An Officer & 12 men were sent ahead this morning, for the
J>U:t:pose of hunting buffalo; they however saw none.
June 27th.
The Detachment marched 20 miles, & encamped at sundown on
the .bank of the Arkansas river: it rained hard all the forenoon;
neverthelefs, during the afternoon, while crossing the sand hills
bordering the river, the heat was almost insupportable; the mules
of the caravan appeared to suffer as much as the oxen: The halt
for dinner was made today on a handsome stream called Cow
creek.""
June 28th.
After an 8 hours march in sight of the Arkansas, the battalion
reached Walnut30 Creek, having advanced 15 miles; this is the largest stream we have yet .pafsed: the Camp was established on its
farther bank.
Soon after .our arrival, . it was reported, that a large herd of
buffalo, the d'irst that have been seen, was within a mile or two 10f
28. Little Arkansas River, see New Mexico Historical Review, Vol. ii No. 2 p
191 note 22.
29. Cow Creek, see ibid page 179, note 6, also ibid Vol. ii No. 3 p 269 note 2.
30. Walnut Creek, see ibid page 272 note 10.
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the camp: a hunting party was immediately sent out, it succeeded in
. killing but one.
I
June 29th.
The march was detained until 7 o'clock, in waiting ·for the arrival of the ni.eat;
quarter· was presented to the traders.
The march was then continued without interruption till dusk,
when the battalion reached Ash"'- cre~k, which has at 'present no
running water: the caravan had stopped at noon and came up some
time later: the day's march is 22 miles. Many thousands of buffalo
were around us, during the day: a good supply of meat was obtained.

a

June 30th.
One of the men who left the line yesterday to hunt, did not come
up at night: he was found and brought in by 7 o'clock this morning•
.It had been intended to muster the troops in the afternoon att
the Pawnee Fork of the Arkansas : 82 the' morning being thus· broken
in upon, they were mustered and inspected at 11 o'clock: the battalion in the afternoon marched to the Pawnee Fork, 7 miles..
This. stream is but little larger than Walnut Creek.
July 1st.
The .troops were today put on half rations of flour; the pork
with. the exception of 16 rations for the command, which are reserved
for the return march, is expended.
·
The battalion was in line of march at 5 o'clock A. M.; making
the usual halt at noon on raccon83 (sic) Creek, it encamped at night
at ·a point on the same stream, at which there were a few dead trees
having marched 18 miles.
July 2d.
The Detachment marched 15 miles imd encamped for the night
-on the bank of the Arkansas. . There is no other than drift wood.
A hunting party under charge of an· officer, and provide.d with a
cart, was detached this morning: it obtained a sufficient supply of
buffalo meat..
It has been stormy for 24 hours; tonight it rains hard: the
caravan has not come up.
31.
32.
:town of
33.

Ash Creek, in Pawnee Co. Kan., about 300 miles from lhdcp(mdctlca.
Pawnee Fork of the Arkansas, empties into the ArkanBao', _at the ·vresent
Larned, Kan.
Raccoon Creek see New Mexico Historical Review, Vol. li No. :J· P 2~5.
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July 3d.
. The caravan reached us at 6 o'clock A. M.; having no wood,
& the buffalo dung being wet, they had cooked or ate nothing; they
were waited for until 9 o'clock, when the day's march was commenced. , Thl;l battalion encamped at sunset on the bank of the
Arkansas, after a march of. 18 miles. The diarrhoea has been generally caused by the change from salt to fresh diet: a few of the
men have in consequence been placed upon the sick report: we are
informed it is always the case on the route, upon entering the buffalo
countl;y.
July 4th.
The Detachment marched 18 miles and encamped at 6 o'clock at·
the "lower cro:llsing!' place; it is generally called the Caches,"' an
old company having cached here their goods.
At dark the exprefs sent from Council Grove, arrived 9 days
:llrom Cant. Leavenworth.
Reveillie this morning was preceeded by one gun, an extra ration
of whiskey was i:llsued to the troops: this is a slight "celebration,"·
but equal·to our means.
July 5th.
It was understood until 8 o'clock this morning that a rest of

several' days would be made at this point·: it was even thought that
the caravan would crofs here, and leave us; it was at that hour
made known that the company would proceed to the ''Upper Crofsing,'"'" and immediately: it is 70 miles above. The detachment of
cour.se accompany· them: altho' the clothing. of the men needs washing very much, and the days ration is not cooked, owing to a scarcity .
of wood, and the anticipation, of remaining here.
' The battalion· encamped in a river bottom, at 1/2 past 6 o'clock,
having marched about 16: miles; it was- necefsary today to pafs over
tli,e blu:l1fs, or hills, which occasionally- put in to the water's edge:
the weather is cool, the wind extremely high.
July 6th.
The command· marched· to-day 19 mites,-a hunting party detached
in the morning brought in at night 6 buffalo.
34.

The Caches. about 5 miles west of Dodge
·.;f .the .Arkansas.' .. .. . . " .

35.
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July 7th.
The Detachment marched 10 miles before 111aking the usual halt
for dinner: the heat was now more intense than we have before
felt: A waggon having broken down, we were. spared· an attempt to
proceed. The buffalo today surround the column within 300 yards;
and extending as far as the eye can reach.
July 8th.
It rained steadily
last night, this has rendered the air quite
cool; such thro' out has been our good fortune: had· the weather for
the whole march been only as favourable as could have been reasonably expected; we probably would have accomplished the journey, ·
:it all, with great difficulty and suffering.
The batt''. marched· 18 miles, encamping as usual in a river bottom.
,
\Ve were witness this afternoon to a noble spectacle. An immense
bull, rendered furious by being constantly headed, chose the most
threatening outlet, by forcing a pcssage through the line: near it
he received several shots, one of which was mortal; he pafsed with
the speed of a horse close between two waggons, the blood spouting
from ·his mouth and nostrils: he ran a short distance surrounded. by
dogs which he kept at bay 'till he sunk majestically down and was
instantly dead.

all

July 9th.
At 11 o'clock A. 111. the Battalion. arrived. at the Upper Crofsing, which is 2 or 3 miles below. Cbouteau's. Island,~" and the limit of
the march.
·
These hv,o points. have been selected as crofsing. places, not on
account of the River, which is fordable anywhere, but the nature
of the country between them and the next Stream, the Semirone;» r
this place is considerably out of the. direct route, but much nearer
that stream than the lower ·crossing, which is taken. in wet seasons.
By the computation in this journal which is founded on the
general allowance of tw.o miles. for an hour's march,. the distance
the detachment has ma1·ched is 485 miles.
The traders ha:ve made a written communication to the comg.
officer appointing the time of their return to this place, between
the 5th. and lOth. of Oct.; the latter, as the limit of their stay.
36.
note 9.
37.

Chouteau's Island, see New Mexico Historical Review Vol. ii. No. 2 p 180
Cimarron River, see ibid page 179 note 7.
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July lOth.
The caravan commenced early the pafsage of the river; with
the afsistance of a few of our waggons and teams, it was accomplished without accident by 4 o'clock P. M.
A yoke of oxen has been turned over by the commandg. officer
to Capt. Bent38 of the caravan, to try the experiment of their ability
to go thro' the whole route to Sata Fe. (sic)
July 11th.
The buffalo, our dependence for subsistence have apparently
deserted us; it is doublefs (sic) owing to hard rains; the water
collecting in the many hollows, they are not under the necefsity [of]
coming to the river, from among thP- hills there is at present, how·
ever, in consequence but very little meat in camp.
The Caravan left the opposite bank of the Arkansas at 1 o'clock:
between5 and 6 P. M. a number of the company was to be seen returning at full speed; on arriving in camp they reported to the
Commanding officer, in substance, that having proceeded about 6
miles and being in the sand 'hills, the company was attacked by
war party of 4 or 500 mounted Indians, who had killed and scalped
one of their number, who was riding a short distance in advance;
& that the Indians were still near the company, when they left.
Orders were received to advance immediately: all was excite)nent and alacrity: at 7 o'clock the pafsage of the river was commenced: the water has been rising all day; it was now at places
nearly 5 feet deep, the distance to pafs over abt. 600 yards: yet in
two hours the whole had crofsed, and by moonlight; the night was
fortunately beautifully clear.
Two companies in advance marched immediately unincumbered
with baggage, the remaining half battalion, with the baggage train,
marched at 9 o'clock, under command of Capt. Wickliffe: perfect
silence prevailed;· 4 miles from the river we entered the broken
ground, or sand hills; frequently in no direction could be seen farther than 200 paces: at 1/2 past 12 o'clk. the command reached the
caravan. the moon was now down;-every thing was quiet:- the troops
received orders to lie on their arms till morning.

a

July 12th.
We found every thing confirmed except the number of Indians
which was probably not greater than 50.
At daylight some piquits (sic) established by the traders re38.

Captain Charles Bent, see ibid page 191 note 21.
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ported than [that] the Indians, unaware of the arrival of the battalion were advancing to the attack, & at the ·sound of Reveillie they
immediately retired.
Mr. Lamme"" the person killed received , 4 ball and 4 arrow
wounds: his arms, with which he was plentifully provided, & ·mule,
were taken: after his death the indians, continued to advance, until, (altho' they are stated to have acted very boldly), they were
frightened to a greater distance by the discharge 'of a one, or two,:
pound piece, the traders have, & a few rifles.
'
Mr. S. C. Lamme was the largest owner of the company. an
amiable and worthy man:- his remains were burien wrapt in blankets at 9 o'clock: his grave to prevent discovery by the indians was
dug in a small redoubt, or breastwork.
This spot is the worst for the afsailed that can be well imagined:
the area of a natural Am pi theatre! the tops of the Surrounding
hills within musket shot of the centre. A foe that does not push
such an opportunity, the attacked too in confusion, is certainly not
much to be dreaded: Armed frontier men, that could be induced to
obey the orders of a Capt. of their own selection, ought, to repluse
any number of these proverbially cowai;dly indians without the afsistance of a few Regulars.
The troops had now been without food for nearly 24 hours, had
performed a forced march in the night, during which the most of
them had stood nearly 2 hours in water: an ox was killed and cooked
immediately. At 9 o'clock the Battalion and Caravan ma_rched;
from this place for several miles to the prairie is a defile not cap...
able of admitting more than a waggon; the high ground was occupied by light troops.
The Camp was established at sundown, near stagnant water,
& 8 miles from last night's camp.
July 13th.
The Battn. marched 16 miles on a ::;tream called Drunken"" creek,
which contained no running water: to day's march was very severe
on everything; the prairie perfectly level, the short grafs withered
and scorched: the wind passing over this glowing plain, sirocco like,
was painfully hot: there was no water to be had for the whole day:the pools of water of Drunken creek, were filled with dead fish,
killed by today's heat.
It is determined to proceed no further in the Mexi~an territory:
the laws of national intercourse probably not sanctioning such- a step,
89. Samuel Craig Lamme, see ibid page 180 note 10.
40. No other informatior.with regardtoDrunken Creekas far ascan beascertained
is available. No mention of it can be found in nny contemporaneous or later account.
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the danger being no longer to our knowledge immediate, & pursuit
of the enemy not pretended and impracticable.
July 14th.
The battn. remained to day encamped; a number of the traders
are very irresolute as to continuing the journey: the representatives of the ~ompany, presented the Comg. offr. a lengthy paper
requesting. them 'to continue on; or at least to detach a company,
which they offered to mount and provision: many good reasons were
given to prove that the mexican government far from noticing or
being displeased at their coming would treat them with distinction,
and that they would consider it a flattering mark of confidence in
their good faith, and in their liberality in not expecting from them,
a merely punctilious afsertion of national rights: it was however,
not granted them; the timid members have been persuaded to proceed, and share_ the fortunes of the undivided body. A large supply
of buffalo meat was obtained today.
July 15th
The Battn. marched at 6 o'clock to retrace its steps: it reached
and encamped on the same ground, as on the 12th inst.
The Camp was alarmed last night by a shot from a sentinel:
the battn. was promptly formed: the alarm turned out to be false.
July 16th.
On entering the sand hills this forenoon, the march was detained,
by a negro servents (sic) being severely wounded by a shot from a
yager, the result of carlefsnefs in one of the men. We struck the
Arkansas at 11 o'clock several miles higher than the crofsing, & opposite. Chouteau's Island, where the camp was established.
July 24th.
The troops have remained inactive in camp: several hunting
parties, of an officer 20 or 30 men, have been sent out, which found
no difficulty in obtaining sufficient buffalo meat: it was intended
to have crofsed the river yesterday, but it rain.ed hard, and the river
has in consequence risen several feet.
July 26th.
The Camp was broken up at 12 o'clock: the river was· crofsed in
two hours: the camp was reestablished in a bottom of fine grafs
opposite; a quarter of a mile below is quite an extensive grove of
timber, which on the river shores, rarely occurs; the water of this
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river is quite as muddy as that of the Mifsouri, and at mid-day is
very warm: to obtain better for the several uses of camp, the companies commenced digging: at a depth of 5 or 6 feet was found
cool & pedectiy ciear water, which rose within 2 feet of the surface,
(the level of the surface of the river), a couple of barrels completed a
1•€n.'y_ cohvEmient well.
july 28th.
Morning and evening drills are ordered to commence today.
The men are without pork, beans, vinegar, soap & whisk~y drawing oniy half rations of flour and 'sait: the supply of buffalo n1eat
has hitherto been rather tincerta'in.
·
July 31st.
Four discharged men set out this n1orning for the ·settiements,
they were armed with muskets; they were thought by the co~malld
ing officer to run too great a risk to be intrusted with public papers:
they were however the bearers of a large package· of letters.
At tattoo '3 of their number, returned with a detachmimt that
have been below -hunting since i'eveillie:
They reported that having proceeded perhaps 18 miles they were
suddenly approached by a party of 30 mounted indians, thus taken
by surprise, they made sighs of peace, and rashly permitted them to
come up: the indians considering them Completely in their power,
did not immediately molest them, but il}.ade signs that they shouid
mourit; while at the same tiine the whole were in motion.
[ · ] Recovering theii' presence of mind, they gradually attained a dis"
tahce of 49 paces from the indians, when they might have ail ,got
off safe: but one of their number insisted upon stopping to bid thein
good bye, which he did; having given them tobacco, -& in the act
of shaking hands; the universal sigh of friendship; one Of these
treacherous savages placed the miizzle of his guii against his breast
a'hd fired: ohe of qis companions; cautioning the others not to follow
his example, immediately fired; when an indian was seen to fali from
his horse; who; together with the arms & dress of Got'don, the man
killed, was borne of at :fuil speed.
The indians the·n endeavoured to surround, & pursued the little
partY about a mile; but by pres(!nting occasiohaily their muskets;
they kept them at a respect:fui distance, ahd finally got off; WithoUt another. shot being fired; they lost hOWever their pac"lts; conta.ing (sic) letters, clothing; ammunition &c.
They are indeJ;lted in all probability, to the hunting party, for
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their safety, the indians had no doubt seen it, if not, cowards, as
they arc, they would have at least pursued farther.
.
.
The hunting party detained by one of these men who was exhausted by _fatigue, did not return till tattoo: since dark it has stormed very f'leverely. ·
·
·
.
Thus are we opposed to a well mounted though otherwise contemptible enemy, and in consequence are forced to remain painfully
on the defensive, bearing unavenged insult and occasional lofs.
Aug .. 1st.
A Detachment of 2 officers & 40 men; under command of Capt.
Wickliffe, proceeded down the river at 8 o'clock with orders to bury
the dead body of Gordon. it returned at 10 o'clo~k at night, having
· marched about 40 miles without having accomplished its object: the
guide became completely bewildered.
August. 3d.
Lt. Izard with 36 men left c~mp at reveillie with the double
object of renewing the search for the body, and hunting. he took
with him 2 of the men that were with.Gordon when killed, as guides.
At 1/2 past 2 o'clock the camp was alarmed by the discharge of
firearms it proceeded from the cattle guard which was a half mile
above the camp: large bodies of mounted indians were seen to approach the river about 500 paces above, at full speed, both from the
right bank, and over the opposite hills. Lt. Co. (B) then under
command of Lt. Dorr, and· the Camp guard under Lieute. Oooke,
were immediately advanced from the left flank of the camp which
was threatened with an attack; they were ordered to attack the enemy
and keep him in check until the Battalion was formed in their rear.
The enemy's plan, evidently, was to form a junction of his two
bodies between the Cattle, which were feeding about a half mile
d~stant, and the camp, thus to cut them off: The remaining three
companies were soon formed on the left. flank: the enemy was prevented the accomplishment of his plan, by his· detachment on this
side of the river appearing too soon, and the check it received from
Comp. B, and the guard, which advanced to the attack in double
quick time: at the fire the enemy partially dispersed, and commenced
flanking, by the fleetnefs of their horses, they had soon completely
surrounded the camp at a distance of:4 or 500 paces.
It thus became necefsary to change the disposition of the troops.
Capt. Wickliffe's company was ordered to crofs the slough to the
island in rear of the camp; it gained its new position just in time
to stop the pursuit· of a body of the cattle, which were driven into
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camp; compy. (A), under Lt. V. Swearingen, filed out· of the line
and marched to the protection of the right flank; from which it
advanced about 400 paces in endeavouring to engage the enemy.
The guard was ordered. to take position in front of the Camp, for
its deferise in ~ase of a charge it being entirely deserted, tho' by the
present disposition covered on all sides.
While this change was taking place, (which was. the work of
but a very few minutes,) the indians remaining on the left flank
were still erigaged in attempts .to drive off, or disperse the cattle:
the principle part of which, however, ran down the sand bars of the
slough in the direction of the camp; the indians in pursuit at full
speed of them and their guard which consisted of but 5 men, one of
who, was overtak~n and shot down within 400 paces .of the Camp. At
this moment they received a volley from two companies under the
immediate command of Maj. Riley, which caused them to retire evidently with lofs, and without the scalp of the wounded man,
The Company on the island was at the same time firing upon
the enemy who covered the opposite bank: .their shields were observed
to afford them considerable protection. ·
The 6 pound field piece, under the direction of Lt. Searight had
eariy in the engagement opened from the front of the Camp a well
directed fire of canister; it caused the indians riding at the foot of
the hills to disperse at full speed: the piece was then directed up the
river, and several discharges of round shot fired; they pafsed in
ricochet thro' a dense body of the enemy, with what effect it is unknown.
On the right flank company A was considerably advanced, and
in pursuit of Indians who were driving off a large body of Cattle:
the comg. officer who was in camp, conceiving them to move too
slow to save them, ordered the signal, to advance double quiclc, sounded: Mistaking the notes, owing to the distance, they immediately
retired: the enemy thus succeeded in capturing that portion of the
stock; it. being too late to ·remedy this .unfortunate mistake, the
company was ordered to take position in the point of woods on the
river below, o~posite which was a ~ody of the enemy.
The main body of the Cattle guard had been actively engaged
during the engagement in driving the cattle as they came into camp,
into a pen on the right flank.
The Enemy now for some time continued to ride .round, uttering.
their war cry, and gradually increasing their distance, 'until having
all crofsed the river they slowly retired to the hills, where they all
collected, and discharged their pieces in the air.
The action lasted about 45 minutes. a·ur lofs, only one man killed,

286

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

10 public horses and mules, 9 private hoTses, 53 oxen, (including 3
recovered killed, used as beef) and several wounded.
Our force engaged 140 officers & men.
Supposed lofs of the indians 8 or 10 killed or severely wounded,
their number between 3 & 400. 41
It is generally impofsible to ascertain the lofs of indians: it
being their point of honor to bear off their dead; which when mounted
they do with great facility: We judge of their lofs by the great
number, we saw dismounted. by our firing; & a gun, bows, & quivers
of arrows. &c. &c. found on the field; & by trails of blood, & drags,
by the side of horse tracks, on the sand bars.
It is singular that a fine indian horse ran during the engagement into the cattle !)en adjoining the camp: he was however suffered to escape.
.
The indians were well mounted, and rode with astonishing boldnefs and safety: it is impofsible to tell, certainly to what tribes they
belong: they were most probably, Kiawas Camanches, and Aripahoes; & perhaps Pawnee picts: their arms were guns, bows, the
lance & shield.
We were all now very anxious to hear from the party under
Lt. Izard which had not retuTned: a company was ordeTed to proceed down the river, to his afsistance, if necefsary: it met him within a half mile of Camp: he had not seen the enemy but hearing the
firing at several miles distance had hastened on, but arrived too late
to shaTe in the engagement. three horses that were with this detachment are the only ones left us.
·
The body was found and buried: it· was much eaten by wolves.
Augst. 4th.
The private killed was buried this morning at 10 o'clock with
the honors of war he received 13 wounds, but lived until sunset.
41. The following letter taken from American State Papers Mil. affs., Vol. vii
pp 957-958, from Maio~ Riley to lion. Lewis F. Linn, "Senator of the U. S.," dated
Camp Sabine, Louisiana, Augtist 28, 1837, reads as follows,- "Again, on the Santa
Fe road August 3, 1829, when I defeated eight hundred Indians with one hundred
and fifty, and killed and wounded forty of the~; and again defeated ·them on the
lOth November. [Should be August 11.] Sir, if I had received brevets fo~ all these
actions only, I should have been a colonel by brevet, September 11, 1834. A:iul
now, Sir, all I ask is, to be lieutenant colonel by brevet. • • I am more anxious
at this time than I was heretofore, for I wish my son, when he grows up, to see
and hear that his father has served his country honestly and faithfully, by gallantry.
My services are well kr.own ; but I wish my name to be on the records of mY
country for gallant services." . . •
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Aug. 5th.
Repeated alarms were given to the guards last night by the
noise of a great number of what was thought to be horses crofsing
the river: it is now tolerably well ascertained they were wolves which
are in great numbers; they approach nightly very near the camp
& keep up a continual howling: some indian dogs are still prowling
round the camp. Two oxen were seen this morning to come down
to the opposite bank of the river with buffaloes. Co F. was ordered
to crofs, and drive in what number of them could be found; the corny.
was all the afternoon in the sand hills, but could only discover 8 or
10 that had been killed.
Aug. 7th.
An, ox that caJl!e down to the bank yesterday, was driven in: it
had received 4 wounds with arrows & bullets. at reveillie this morning the Camp was broken up: the battn. marched 8 miles down the
river, and encamped at 11 o'clock: a new form of Camp has been
drawn of (sic) by Lt. Izard; it is in the form of an octagon, 4 sides
occupied by tents in single rows: the other alternate sides protected
by waggons, in rows a little advanced; the officers tents, systematically arranged in the area: the oxen are at night tied to the waggons:
the guard is increased to 28 privates; which are joined at night,
by 8 others, or one third of the cattle guard. wells w,ere again dugthe water is slightly brackish: the grafs tastes strongly of salt; so
much so, that oxen will not lick the pure substance.
\
On establishing the Camp .we were surrounded by buffalo, a sufficient number of which were kiiled.
Aug. lOth. 10 o'clock
Had a man dropt amongst us from the clouds, we had not been
much more astonished, than to see a single emaciated soldier ap-'
proach the Camp: it proved to be Co1:pl. Arter a man that had been
left at Cant. Leavenworth; he was instantly surrounded; the sub-/
stance of his story is as follows-viz. He left Cant. L. 12th July in
·compy. with private Nation., in charge of a Mail: the night after
they left Council Grove, they were forced to sit up, to guard their
horses from a party of Kansas: the 7th day after, being some 25
miles below this place, they were attacked by about 15 Mounted Indians Armed with bows & spears; they were both wounded, Nation
dangerously in the breast, himself slightly: they however, got off
with the lofs of horses, mail, &c: Artet left Nation, after having
brought him ,on about 15 miles, & came up tb the crofsing,. where he
saw our trail acrofs the river. We were then encamped about 3 miles
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above on the same side of the river: supposing we had gone on, he
returned to Nation and remained 10 days subsisting on an ox we
had left to die, snakes. &c. - he thought he heard the firing on the
3d. inst., & came up to-day, I suppose, actuated by a faint hope that
was realized: he could give no idea of the contents of the mail, other
than that they were important.
·
A Detacht. of 40 men was immediately sent after the wounded
man: they took with them. a cart: They returned at 10 o'clock P.
M. having found him 12 or 15 miles below: he is dangerously wounded, sick, & emaciated.
A smoke was seen this afternoon to rise over the hills on this
side of the river·: it is supposed to be an indian signal.
Aug. 11th.
An alarm was given before day break this morning by the discharge of a sentinel's musket; the companies were promptly formed opposite their respective fronts: the alarm was false; the man is
thought to have fired at a wolf.
11 o'clock A. M.
Twenty or 30 indians were seen at a distance leading their
horses: the troops were turned out and remained under arms an
hour: at this moment 3 Hunters were on the opposite bank, where
they had killed 3 buffalo: they were called in by sound of the bugle;
as soon as the troops were dismifsed, Capt. Pentland with 18 men,.
a waggon & 3 yoke of oxen, was sent over the river to bring in the
meat: Soon after he had reached the. buffalo, and near 10 o'clock,
his party and the Camp were attacked by a bodies (sic) of about
150 Mounted indians: the Cattle which were very near camp, were
driven close in, & remained surrounded by their guard:. Capt. Wickliffe's company F. was immediately ordered to crofs the river and
· support Capt. &ntland: Compy. B. under command of Lt. Sevier
was ordered to supply its place, ·the attack being threatened from
this quarter:
Capt.. Wickliffe having reached the middle of the river found
Capt. Pentland and his command on a sandbar; when he saw the indians approach a man of his party [who] was 5 or 600 paces distant in pursuit of buffalo; the d~tachment immediately retreated
leaving this man, and the waggon & team to the m.ercy of the Enemy:
this Soldier, bugler King, had nearly reached the bank of the river,
the men state, turning repeatedly to present his rifle, (which was
most probably not loaded), & that. his G'ries were heard that they
should not desert him:- he was overtaken Surrounded, and received
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12 arrow wounds, each mortal: King was a brave, & remarkably
strong soldier; he is stated to have clubbed his rifle, & to have desperately resisted to his last: his butcher Knife was found bloody by
his side/ ·
It is stated by several, who counted them, that the indians on
that ~ide of the river, were not 20 'in number.
The Moment compy. F. reached the sandbar it was fired upon
by a small party of indians on the. bank; the fire was returned from
the whole compy., when the indians retreated; their fire was with
out effect, the balls pafsing over our heads: ·that· of ours is unknown.
there being now no enemy to be seen on that shore, the company
returned to some distance above on this. side, where a considerable
body of indians had collected; they retired beyond musket shot: uttering y~lls: the company here remained· standing on their arms,
spectators of the firing of the field piece; they saw
canister shot
strike and (sic) indian backwards from his horse, he was taken off
by those nearest him: they saw from this spot, also, for the 1st.
time the waggon on the .other side of the river driven towards the ·
hills by 10 or 12 indians: at this moment the Company received orders
to crofs the river and recover the dead body: on reaching· the opposite bank they were astonished to see the waggon and team
standing deserted a half mile off: Capt. Pentland with his party arriving immediately after, he was ordered to search for the body and
take it acrofs; Capt Wickliffe then proceeded with his company, &
receovered the waggon, the team was unhurt. why the indians should ·
thus leave It, after having it in their pofsefsion, is unaccountable.
Capt. P. had in the mean time found the body; the scalp was~----
gone.
The indians having now retired to a considerable distance, Co.
(F) cut up the buffalo, and brought·it in, in the recovered waggon.
In the afternoon a smoke· was again seen to rise above the opposite hills; doubtlefs some conventional sign: during the skirmish
3: large number of indians were seen standing on the hills, inactive
spectators.

a

Aug. 12th.
Between 2 and 3 o'clock this morning the Camp was again alarmed: th~ sound [of] indians and horses was distinctly he~rd by
the guard: at a shot from one of the Sentinels, the Companies were
quickly formed: they were advanced a short distance and slightly extended, thus nearly surrounding the Camp: they sat down so as to be
concealed by the grafs, and awaited the coming of the Enemy. they
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remained thus for 2 hours 'till broad daylight, no Enemy making his
appearance.

8 o'clock A .. M.
The indians can be distinguished at a great distance, the tx·oops
are not turned out: drills are ordered to be discontinued 'till furthe1~
orders.
Aug. 15.
We have seen since the 12th. inst. no sign of. the Enemy: it has
rained very hard: the buffalo have in consequence disappeared from
the river. A march is ordered on tomorrow.
Aug. loth.
The battan, marched at sunrise directing its course down the
river, the present order of march is, the waggons in two lines, a company in front, rear, and on each flank.
.
The battalion encamped 4 miles below; the new plan of encampment is still adhered to, being considered not only a great improvement, but in our. circumstances, a necefsary one.
Aug.. 20th ..
The troops remain inactive in camp; hunting parties, as usual
are frequently sent out.
The Camp was alarmed last night at 10 o'clock; the alarm turned
out to be false: at 8 o~clock tonight the alarm was again given, by
a shot from a sentinel;: the troops remained under arms a half
hour, when they were dismifsed, the alarm being considered false.
The weather is· very unsettled.; since dark the storm has been
appalling: vivid flashes of lightning; alone discovering ol•jects: to
att.aek by horse on such a night is impofsible.
Aug. 21th.
Rain water was last night 6 inches deep in many tents: the
battn. marched at reveillie; it encamped 10 miles lower down on the
river.
Aug. 28th .
Strong hunting parties have been sent out daily since the 24th.
inst.; thl) buffalo are at present obtained. with difficulty, an<! at a
distance of 5 or 6 miles. Priv. Nation who came on the last exprefs, fdied of his wound, at 10 o'clock P. M.
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Aug.' 31st.
The troops were mustered and inspected at 8 o'clock Nothing occurs at present worthy of notice. ,
Sept. 1~t.
The Camp was moved a half mile further down, at reveillie:
this was rendered necefsary by the effluvia of of (sic) decayed meat
unavoidably consequent upon 24 buffalo falo (sic) being butcllered
. in camp 2 days since. A new range of grafs was also required for
the G\tttle, which are kept within 3 or 400 paces of th,e Camp.
Sept. 2d.
The alarm was given at 12 o'clock last night, by a shot from a
sentinel; the troops were dismifsed after remaining a short time under
arms: the sentinel afserts he fired at· (sic) a ma~, if true, an
Enemy.
Sept. 8th:
A march of 44 miles \Vas made down ~he river, imm~diately after
reveillie.
·
Buffalo are obtained with great facility at present; generally
by small parties of the best hunters, 'stationed within bugle call,
under the opposite bank of the river.
Sept. 13th.
The Camp was moved this morning about 600 paces down the
river; this was solely for fresh grafs.
Sept. 19th.
Since the 14th. inst. it has been rainy weather; it is. probably
the equinoctial storm: it has also been very cold. we have put all
of our scant supply of Winter clothing in requi11ition: this morning
however, it cleared up: yesterday we had fires: toda~ it is disagreeably warm.
The buffalo, our sole 'dependence for subsistence have been very
scarce: a hunting party sent out this morning, returned 10 hours
after without one.
Sept. 21st.
The Battalion marched at sunrise on its return to the Upper
Crofsing: it Encamped at 10 o'clock .A. M. having marched 6 miles..
Sept. 26th.
The Battalion marched immediately after troop; still ascending
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the river; the camp was established at 3 o'clock after a march of
13 miles: it has again clouded up very cold.
We continue to obtain a sufficiency of fresh meat, of dried,
there is on hand, about 3000 weight.
Sept. 27th.
A horse seen at a distance of a mile or two, and at first thought
to be wild, was observed by the spy glafses strikingly to resemble one
lost on the 3d. of Aug.; it was caught, & found actually to be one
lost by an officer on that day.
Sept. 28th.
A board of survey was ordered this morning to examine the
waggons and carts: 4 of each were reported as worn out, & unfit for
service.
The Carpenters and other mechanics are engaged in repairing
the other waggons, & making tent pins, &c, of the best of the material
of those condemned.
Oct. 4th.
The camp was moved a few hundred yards, up the river immediately after troop: the weather is still rainy.
The most of the irons of the condemned waggons and carts were
cached to day near the present camp.
Oct.· 9th.
The officers of the Detachment were placed on the 7th inst upon
half rations of flour; it was discovered today that a great mistake
has been [made] as to its quantity: it was ascertained that there are
on hand 32 full rations of flour after the 18th inst., to which time. the
troops have received half rations, the same that they have received
for more than 4 months: the officers have been for some time upon
half rations of Salt.
Oct. lOth.
Tomorrow will be commenced the march to the interior. Im.
mediately'after troop the Camp was moved a few hundred yards, to
put in practice a new plan of encampment, service of guard, &c, rendered necefsary by the peculiar circumstances of the Detachment:
the plan was draughted by Lt. Izard. The Camp is arranged in the
forin of a rectangle, two sides of twice the length of the .others,
which are company fronts; the tents arranged in a single row, offs'
wall tent on the same line: l:).alf of each of the longer sides is covered
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by waggons: guard duty by company: the guard covering the waggon,
The object of the enclosed space thus obtained,
is a pen for the Cattle, in which there will be sufficient grafs for
each night, and obviating the necefsity of a strong detail, as an additional guard, for their protection.

~md of the rectangle.

Oct. 11th.
The- reveillie, preceeded by a shot from the six-pounder, was
beaten at first .dawn: the battalion marched at sunrise; the waggons
in two Jines, a company in front, rear, and on each flank. This
morning there is a heavy f·rost. ''l'he Detachment had proceeded but
3 ·miles, when a number of men on horseback, were to be seen following at full speed; they were soon discovered by the glafses to be
traders. The march of the detachment was continued to the first river
bottom where it .encamped.
The traders stated, they had left the caravan yesterday evening
24 miles from the Crofsing; that they were accompanied by an escort
of 200 men composed of Mexican regulars, and indian Militia; the
whole Under Command of ·Col. Vizcarra.'" They also stated that
there were about 2000 head of stock, horses, afses, &c. which were
in great part owned by several rich families of Spanish Refugees on
their way to the United States.
The Oaravan after being left by the Detacht. July 14th, had
reached Santa Fe without lofs of lives or property. On the 6th. inst.
on the Semirone, they engaged 130 indians who called themselves Aripahoes and Quawpas, from whom 10 scalps were taken: The escort
lost one Captain & 2 privates.
The trad~rs ascertained from the most respectable Mexicans
trading with the Carnaches & Kiawas that on ·the March of the Detacht. out, all their movements were observed, as far back as Council
Grove, & reported in Santa Fe before their arrival: and that the
Same indians acknowledged that in an engagment with the detacht.,
(Aug. 3d.) they had lost_ 8 Killed. It is most probable that a disaffected portion of them had gone on with this news, the remainder
being engaged in the affair of the 11th of the same month.
At 1 o'clock the traders accompanied by Capt. Wickliffe & I;t.
Bro~ke left Camp to return to the Caravan, which Cannot come up
before tomorrow afternoon.
Col. Vizcarra is one of the most celebrated commanderl) of Mexico, the traders agree in acknowledging themselves much indebted to
42. Colonel Vizcarra, see ·New ZJ.1exico Historical Review, Vol ii ~o. 2 page
190 note 20.
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him for his afsistance, & uniform kindnefs & politnefs; he had stated
to them, in case he should not find the Detachment here he would
accompany the Caravan beyond danger in the U. S. territory.
The qnng. officer Received a letter from Mr. Bent stating the
yoke of oxen sent thro' to Santa Fe performed the journey remarkably well,. drawing the whole way, a heavy load, and that he had
sent them back; they were lost in the mountains, on the return;
the Result of carelefsnefs in the· person entrusted with them.
Oct. 12th.
The ·Caravan arrived on the bank of the river opposite at 3
o'clock P. M.: by 6 o'clock the whole had pafsed. Col Vizarro (sic)
was received by the battalion 'under arms, with an appropriate Salute.
There were now collected on this spot about 500 persons, presenting for this Country, an extremely novel variety of dress, language, & arms. 5 different languages were spoke? by persons in considerable number.
We were witnefs to many remarkable ·feats of horsemanship;
and of the often recounted lazo throwing, in the dividing out of a
drove of 2000 horses &c, & in. the buffalo & wild horse chase.
The escort is accompanied by Mr. James Obrayu·'" Sec1:etary of
State of the province of Sata Fe (sic), and deputy to Congress:
the Col., Secretary, a Captain & a pl'iest, the only officel's· of the escort supped with us tonight by invitation.
Oct. 13th.
The Battalion was drilled at 9 o'clock A. M., in presence of the
Mexican Commander: after which fllink comp. (B) was drilled at
light infantry. In the afternoon the company of Mexican regulars
was reviewed by the Comg .. officer: it is very badly armed and drilled:
by :far the bravest and most efficient men of the escort, it is said;
are the Pueblo indians ·of Tous, of which· there are forty: the appearance and performance, of our battalion made evidently a strong
im.prefsion upon the Mexicans; the contrast betweent the two escorts
is irresistable.
The officers of the detachment dined with Col. Vizcarra in
his marquise, by invitation at 4 o'clock; a very handsome and substantial dinner was served up in Mexican or Spanish style.
43. Santiago Abreu, The following is from Twitchell's "Leading Facts of New
Mexican History," Vol ii, p. 62: "Don Santiago Abreu, former governor or jefe
politico of the territory was captured the same day (August 9, 1837. Revolution of
1837-8) near Los Cerrillos, carried to the pueblo of Santo Domingo, where he was
kept in the stocks that night and was killed the following day in a most cruel manner. His hands and feet were cut off, one at a time and shaken in his face, his
tongue and eyes pulled out while the brutes taunted him with the -crimes of which
he had been accused."
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The Cbmmanding officer was presented by Col. V. with· a horse
and Mule;; the latter he prized very highly, having taken'it in battle,
in 'personal combat with a general, or chief.
Indian presents were made to the Pueblos this moi·ning by the
Co mg. officer!. they performed in camp tonight a. dance round the
scalps taken on the 6th. inst.
Oct. 14th.
The battalion was in readinefs to march at sunrise, when the
officers of the detachment visited in a body the Mexican Commander,
~md took leave of him, and his officers.
The lVlarch being now commenced was continued without interruption 'till 5 o'clock P. M., when the Camp was established 18 miles
from last night's
The Caravan in two lines, alternately in front and rear, is always embodied with the detacht, baggage: the drove of about 1500
horses, mules, &c. being always close in rear. A smoke was seen
this forenoon to rise from behind the hills of the right bank of the
Arkansas; it is doubtlefs a signal of ou!' separation, & most likely
for a collection, to attack either Col. Vizcarra's or this command.
Oct. 15th.
The line was in motion at sunrise, at 4 o'clock the Camp was
establishedfor the night after a mal·eh of about 18 miles.
Oct. 16th.
The Battalion marched as usual at sunrise: making a halt of
an hour at noon, it encamped at sunset, having advanced 18 miles
It rained a little yesterday, & the whole of today.

Oct. 17th.
The Battalion reached the Caches at 8 o'clock A. M. it was
slightly detained here, by the cutting up~ of two buffalo killed in
the road by a small party of hunters that had been sent ahead: they
were given to the traders, who were in want of meat.
Making the usual halt for dinner, the Detacht. encamped between
4 & 5 o'clock, after a 1narch of 14 miles.

Oct. 18th.
The Detacht. this Morning left the river: the day is extremely
cold; while pafsing over the hills, it snowed for a half hour: a short
halt was made at noon, without water: at sunset we struck the
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river, & encamped after a march of 20 miles: the river makes here
the great South bend, which was in a great measure cut off by the
route taken by the Command.
·
Oct. 19th.
Water froze last night an inch thick:
The battalion made a halt at noon on a point, or bend of raccoon
(sic) creek, where we had formerly encamped: at sunset the Camp
was established on the Arkansas; the day's march 18 miles.
Many of the oxen have become very lame. the hoof being worn
away by the grafs, which is now dry and as rough as a file.
Oct. 20th.
The battalion pafsed the Pawnee Fork in the afternoon and encamped at 6 o'clock on Ash Greek, after a hard day's march of 20
miles.
Oct. 21st.
The Detacht. marched 18 miles and encamped on Walnut Creek.
there. was no water to be had at dinner.
Oct. 22d.
The .battalion marched today 14 miles and encamped on the bank
of the Arkansas; the traders· have represented that we march too
far in a day to suit their interest, & convenience.
We were surrounded today by immense herds of buffalo, which
continually threatened to break thro' the line; as many as ate wanted
were killed.
Oct. 23d.
The Detacht. left the Arkansas river this morning, not to strike
it again; it rains and is very .cold.
A halt was made for dinner on Cow Creek: on a branch of which
the battalion encamped after dark, having marched 18 miles; we
are tonight without water; this !;)ranch or fork, being perfectly dry.
Oct. 24th.
The battalion reached the Little Arkansas at 12 o'clock. A company company (sic) had been sent ahead to bridge it, if necefsary;
it being low, it was rendered very pafsable by means of the spade,
before the arrival of the battalion.
Two hours were consumed in Crofsing, when the camp was
established for the night. The day's march 10 miles.
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Oct. 25th.
• The caravan have placed t)lemselves out of protection of the Detachment, by separating into parties, some of which are in advance,
others remaing in rear-about 15 owners have gone exprefs to the
SE)ttlements, with the intention of sending out horses and provisions.
The rectangular form of camp, was changed Yesterday to the
compact octagonal one, adopted Aug. 7th., the baggage today is in
single line. two companies in front, & 2 in rear marching by flank
in the road, to avoid the frost; the men being without stockings or
other winter clothing.
The Battalion reached Turkey41 Creek at 8 o'clock at night,
having marched 24 miles. it was all day without water, & here there
is no wood.
We found here a pa~ty of Osages.
Oct. 26th.
The Battalion marched 18 miles, and encamped on the Cottonwood fork of the Neosho.·
Oct. 27th.
The Battalion marched 15 miles and encamped near sunset on a
small stream without wood.
Oct. 28th.
The battalion marched 14 miles and encamped at Diamond
Spring, the march is at present scarcely beyond the rate of one mile
an hour, the oxen continually giving out. one or two waggons are
entirely empty.
Oct. 29th.
The Battalion reached Council Grove at 4 o'clock ~. M. This
afternoon the prairie WJl.S found burnt; some Kansas indians inform
us it is the case from this place to the settlements, they also gave
a description of 4 horses running wild, & which they could not
catch, exactly answering to 4 lost near this place on the march out.
In the woods of the Neosho the Cattle have tonight excellent grafs;
they have grown very poor on the dried grafs, usually, only met
with.
Oct. 30th.
The detachment marched 12 miles, over a hiliy & rocky road and
encamped at sunset on the bank of a stream. the prairies are burnt,
but; as is to be expected, there is grafs on the Creek bottoms.
44.
note 8.

Turkey

Cre~k.

see New. Mexico Hi.•torical Review Vol

ii No. 2 page 180
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Oct. 31st.
The troops we're mustered and inspected immediately after reveillie: the line was in motion as early as usual: the C';:tmp was
established at sunset after a march of about 12 miles.
·
The passage of 3 streams today, consumed much time; it was
necefsary to use the six pounder prolonge attached to the waggons
and pulled by men, to afsist the oxen up their banks.
The weather is extremely cold.
Nov. 1st.
The interpreter who had a good indian horse, was sent ahead,
this morning to the Kansas agency to obtain a guide to meet the
Detachment and conduct it to that place.
·
The Spaniards, and a few traders, state the Osage indians, who
were in Camp last evening, have stolen horses of them.
The detachment encamped at dusk on the bank of a creek, after
a· march of 15 miles.
Nov. 2d.
The Detachment reached 110 mile creek at 12 o'clock: the Camp
was established on its farther bank: this creek has· a large timbered
bottom where the cattle will find good grafs.
Nov . 3d.
Mr. Saugrain,'" the sutler's agent, is obliged to remain at this
45. The following account of Frederick Saugrain was furnished me by Miss
Stella M. Drumm, of the Missouri Historical Society: "Four years ago, when
Frederick Saugrain had reached the great age of 100 years, The Watchman-Advocate
told the story of his life, the oldest white person born on the Louisiana Purchase.
He lived to the age of 104 years, 2 months and 6 days, dying at Sedalia, May 8,
1910. This more than centenarian was born in St. Louis ·March 4, 1806, at what
is now Third and Gratiot streets, and on July ~7. 180G, he was baptized in the old
Walnut Street Cathedral.. Frederick Saugrain was a son of Dr. Antoine Saugrain,
tbie first resident physician in St. Louis. Dr. Saugrain was an intimate friend of
Benjamin Franklin. He was (lPPOinted by the first Spanish governor, De Lassus,
to the position of port surgeon, and later, in 1805, when J effcrson was President
and the vast continental slice had become territory of the United States, the President
re appointed Dr. Saugrain. When the Lewis and Clark expedition was being fitted
out at St. Louis to cross the vast unexplored region northwest of the Pacific coast,
Dr. Saugrain supplied with a generous hand the medicine chest which served the
historic expedition through the unknown region of virgin forest, plain and mountain
to where roll the waters of the peaceful sea and back again to St. Louis. Mr.
Saugrain died Sunday night at the home of his daughter, Mrs. John Waddel1, at
Sedalia, after suffering several days with· a severe cold. He had lived in St. Louis,
a prosperous ~itizen like his father. until he was· a very old man. He retained
all his faculties in a wonderful degree until a few years ago, when his sight failed
him. At the time of his death he was blind. Monday his remains were brought
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creek, his transportation having entirely given out, and ours being
nearly as bad, he cannot be afsisted; his afsistant, accompanied yesterday the express, for the purpose of getting fresh oxen: a CorpI.
& 8 men were left with him.
The Detachment made the usual halt at noon, but without water:
between 4 & 5 o'clock P. M. it pafsed a dry creek; wood and water
however might have been obtained on it, about a half mile frmn the
road; the march was continued a mile or 2, when the Camp was
established in the prairie, without either wood or water.
About sunset the exprefs arrived with a guide. It was thought
necefsary after dark, to burn the prairie on the right of the Camp,
to protect it from a fire that was rapidly approaching from that
quarter.
Nov. 4th.
At 3 o'clock today the Detachment reached the point where it
leaves the trace. the road has been staked off; the stakes however
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to St. Louis and taken to the home of another daughter, Mrs. William H. Pettus,
at 4373 Westminister plade. Funeral services were conducted at the old cathedral
on Walnut street, where he had been bar>tized 104 years before. There were present
descendants of many old St. Louis families, including memberR of the Papin, .Chouteau and Lucas families. Some of the family names of the Sugrain descendants
are Waddell,
Pettus, Von Phul, Noel, Croke, Reel, Taylor, Kennerly, Bird, and
Glasgow. Frederick Sauirain was a Southe~n sympathizer during the Civil War, as
was his father, Dr. Antoine Francis Saugrain, but both were close friends of
General Grant. After the close of the Mexican war Captain Grant resigned his
commi~sion in ·the army and came to his ·Wife's home to live.
Frederick Saugrain
was ~ near neighbor and assisted in erecting the famous Grant cabin which stands
on the Dent farm where it was built for the use of Grant. He never overlooked an
opportunity to make me il·el that he was my friend, Saugrain once said, and· while
my son sought the ranks of the Confederate army, the general was always glad to
see me, and many times recalled the building· of the cabin. On one occasion when
General Grant was the guest of honor at a reception in St. Louis, and while he was
surrounded by the great men of the nation, he caught sight of me in a distant
corner. Leaving his distinguished friends, he rushed toward me with outstretched
hand and, calling me by my first name, said : 'My old friend and· neighbor of the
Gravois creek district.' Why have you not written to me? I am always glad. to see
the. man who helped me build my cabin. Frederick Saugrain had lived in Sedalia a
number oi years, receiving visits from his old friends, to whom be was alwaYs re~dY
to relate incidents of the early history of St. Louis. In 1907, the occasion of his
one hundred and first anniversary, a big family reunion was held in' the Sa~grairi
home. with an attendance of more than 100 members of the family. The heroine
of The Rose of Old St. Louis was a ward of Dr. Saugrain, and the story was woven
about the home in which Frederick Saugrain was born. (The Watchman- Advocate,
Clayton, Mo. May 13, 1920) Mr. Saugrain's mother was ·Rosalie Michaud. He married
Marie Louis Dima Provenchet:e. November 2, 183;i."
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It has rained hard, and steadily since 12 o'clock last night; we
of course arrived wet to the skin: this is the first water or wood
we have had for 36 hours; but for the cold rain, the oxen could not
pofsibly have accomplished the march.
Oct. 5th. (sic)
It was necefsary to let the waggons without teams down· the
bank of this creek with ropes. the line was in motion at 9 o'clock;
it reached the Kansas river at 4 o'clock P. M. having marched about
12 miles.
The pafsage of the baggage, or rather waggons· was immediately
commenced: the river being very low, it was accomplished with difficulty by 10 o'clock at night, the Men being Continually in the water
to lift the flat over a sand. bar in the Middle of the river- one Company only, crofsed and encamped with the baggage.
Oct. 6th.
The !line was in motion at 9 o'clock A. M. a halt of an hour
was made at the agency: a guide was obtained to conduct the command a few miles,. there being from this place to Cant. Leavth, no
road: a party of Pioneers was sent a head to cut a pafsable trace:
The battalion encamped at 4 o'clock P. M. on one of the many
creeks, and 5 miles from the agency.
The battalion marched about 14 miles and encamped on the
farther bank of Stranger River•• after dark: the waggons were drawn
today principally by the men; a rope being attached to the waggons,
in front of a worn out yoke of oxen: It is 11 miles to Cant. Leavth.
Nov. 8th.
The Command reached Cant. Leavenworth at 7 o'clock P. M:.
The battalion marched into garrison in Column of Companies,
by field music: it was received with a Salute of 15 guns.-·---~46. Stranger Creek, called Big Stranger creek on U. S. Land Office maps,
"""th several feeders in Atchison, J~fferson and Leavenworth Counties, Kansas,
flows in a southerly direction through Leavenworth Comity, and flows into· the Kansas
:River near Linwood, Kan.
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MANUSCRIPTS FOR 'l'HE HISTORY OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY IN
MEXICO CITY
FRANCE

V. SCHOLES,

Assistant Professor of History
State University of New Mexico.
The National Library in Mexico City possesses about
ene hundred bundles of manuscripts which seem to have
formed a part of the archive of the old Franciscan province
of Santo Evangelio. The manuscripts are miscellaneous in
character, but there are important materials for the history of missions in the frontier provinces of New Spain.
When I first saw these manuscripts in the winter of 19271928 they were in considerable disorder, and there had been
no attempt to classify them. _ With the consent of the Director of the Library I sorted out the items dealing with
New Mexico, and classified them in chronological order.
·These items were then formed into legajos, and each item
was numbered. The catalogue which follows was then prepared. The work was done in great haste, and it was not
my intention to publish the catalogue. I desired only to get
the materials in some kind of shape so that I could send
for copies of important documents from time to time. After
finishing the :work it occurred to me that there would be
others who would be interested in these materials, and that
it might be worth while ·to have the list printed.
The catalogue which follows contains free translations
or summaries of the titles of. the expedientes, or very general indication of the contents if there was no title. In many
cases the information furnished by the titles is riot so complete as niight be desired, but that is due to the fact that
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the lists were made for my own use and not for publication.
The order is· not always strictly chr~nological, and that
again is due to hasty classification. Some of the items were
found later and were inserted in the lists after they had
been prepared.
So far as possible, I have tried to indicate where items
duplicate materials in the Archivo General de la Naci6n.
Some of these duplications are copies of originals in the
Archivo General; other are originals of which the Archivo
General has copies. Inasmuch as I was permitted to take
the manuscripts to the Archivo General for only three
mornings, it is likely that there are duplications which I
was not able to note.
I regret that I have not had an opportunity to revise
and correct my work, but_ that would be impossible without
a visit to the Library itself. In spite of all the imperfections, it is hoped that the catalogue will be of some service
to .students of the history of the Southwest. The Director
of the Library promised to leave the materials in the same
order for the present, so that copies may be obtained by
citing legajo and expediente numbers as printed below.
Legajo 1.
1. List of documents for the history of New Mexico. Documents which were in some ecclesiastical archive, probably in that of the Province of Santo Evangelio. 14 ff.
2. Translation of the history of Juan de Laet: the chapters
concerning the history of New Mexico. (Another copy
· is in the Archivo General, Historia, Torno 26, Exp. 1.)
14 ff.
3. 1605. Petition of Padre Escobar. 3 ff.
4~

1625. Real cedula in favor of -Andres Carranguilla ( ?) ,
secretary of Don Juan de Onate. 3 ff.
5. 1631. Letter of Padre Benavides to the religious of the
custodia. 4 ff. ·
6. · 1636. Letters from the religious of New Mexico. (Copy
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of the originals which are in the Archivo General,
Provincias Internas, Torno 35, Exp. 3.) 7 ff.
7. 1636. Autos concerning quick~silver found in the house
of Francisco Gomez de Torres, citizen of New Mexico.
22 ff.
8. 1639. Complaint by the cabildo of Santa Fe. (Copy of
the original which is in the Archivo General, Provincias lnternas, Torno 35, Exp. 5.) 14 ff.
9. 1631. Copy of the asiento made by the oficiales reales
with P. Fr. Tomas Manso concerning the service of
supply for the New Mexican missions. 9 ff.
10. 1646. Memorial concerning certain pueblos which were
discovered in New Mexico (Ypotlapiguas) - 2 ff.
lOa. 1656. Testimonio of decree~;~ of the Superior Government concerning the increase in the number of religious
for the conversions of New Mexico. 5 ff.
11. 1657. Copy of the asiento which was made by the oficiales reales with. P. Fr. Juan Ramirez. 10 ff.
12. .A copy of number 11. 5 ff.
13. 1660. Real cedula concerning Padre Ramirez, Procurator of New Mexico. 5 ff.
14. 1664. Incomplete statement of the cost of administration of the service of supply for the New · Mexican
missions. 2 ff.
15. 1661. Petition of the religious concerning the service of
supply. 2 ff.
16. 1661. Memorial of Fray Zapata concerning the administration of the service of supply. 2 ff.
17. 1668. Documents concerning the service of supply. 2 ff.
18. 1663. Provisions and decrees of the Superior Government concerning the service of supply. 13 ff.
19. 1635-1661. Documents concerning the personal services
of the Indians at the missions. 3 ff.
20. 1664. Document concerning the service of supply. 3 ff.
21. 1665. Barron of a letter written to the Custodio of New
Mexico. 2 ff.
22. 1665. Representation by Comisario General Fray Her-

\
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23.
24.

25,
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
36.
38.
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nando de la Rua to the Viceroy. Controversy with the
Bishop of Guadiana (Durango). 3 ff.
1665. Letter to Padre Garnica. 2 ff.
1666. Certification by the contador of the Real Hacienda concerning the accounts of Fray Juan Ramirez.
1 f.
Memorial concerning the service of supply. (No. date)
2 ff.
1668. Memorial presented by Comisario General Fray
Hernando de la Rua against the Bishop of Guadiana
(Durango) in defense of the authority of the custodia
of New Mexico. 6 ff.
1668. lnformeof the oficiales reales concerning the service of supply. 2 ff.
Order of the Viceroy concerning the missions of Casas
Grandes. 10 ff.
1668. Expediente in which Governor Villanueva asks
aid fr()m the Padre Custodio against the Apaches. 5 ff.
1668. Testimonio concerning the dedication of the
church at the mission of Guadalupe del Paso. 3 ff.
Copy of number 30. 2 ff.
1669. Letters of Governor Medrano concerning. attacks
by the Apaches. 6 ff.
1670. Documents concerning the residencia of Governor Don Juan Manso. (Copy of the original which is
in the Archivo General, Provincias Internas, Torno 35,
Exp. 1.) 19 ff. ·
1672. Memoria of the furnishings in the New Mexican
churches and of the annual cost of the missions. 17 ff.
1673. Patente of Padre Comisario Trevino concerning
missionaries for New Mexico. 2 ff.
1674. Decision of the Real Audiencia concerning the
service of supply and a cedula confirming it. 2 ff.
Real cednla prohibiting the sending of religious without the license of the Viceroy and Audiencia. 2 ff.

39. 1673. Real cedula prohibiting the sending of religious
without the license of the Viceroy and AudienCia. 2 ff.
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40. · 1680.. Letters concerning the uprising of the Indians
of. New Mexico. 6 ff.
41. 1680 Copy of number 40 ..2 ff.
42 .. 1680 Expediente concerning the actions .of Padre Ayeta
in El Paso. 1 f.
43 . .1680. Letters .of Padre Ayeta, Padre Alvarez, and Governor Otermin in which they give an· account of the
uprising. 7 ff. (Copy is in the Archivo General, Historia, Torno 25.)
44. 1680. Letter cif Padre Ayeta to the Comisario General
in which he gives an account of what occurred in El
Paso. 4 ff. (Copy is in the Archivo General, Historia,
Torno 25.)
45. 1681. Letter of the Lieutenant-General to. Padre Ayeta
in which he gives an account of the affairs of the province. '3 ff.
46. 1681. .Memorial ,of Padre Ayeta to the viceroy asking
for aid for New Mexico. 5 ff.
47. Revolt of the Indian. Copy of the original which is
in the Archivo General, Provincias /nternas, Torno 37,
Exp. 6.) 99 ff.
48. Military expedition 'of Otermin. (Copy of the original
which is in the Archivo General, Provincias Internas,
Torno 34, Exp. 2.) 121 ff.
49. Testimony taken from the original autos. (The same as
number 48. but incomplete.) 79 ff.
50. 1676. Autos concerning aid for New Mexico. (Another
copy is in the Archivo General, Historia, Torno- 25.)
4 ff.
51. 1672. Real cedula concerning Indians, tribute, and
encomiendas. Printed. 4. pp.
Legajo 2.
·1. 1681. Testimony remitted by Governor Otermin to the
viceroy. 190 ff. (This expedienteis a copy, but! was not
able to find the original. It covers the months of Sept.
-Nov., 1681, or the period immediately preceding that
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covered by number 48 in the first legajo. Muster rolls
make up a considerable portion of the expediente.)
2. 1681. Title of vice-cura and vicario eclesiastico conferred on Padre Ayeta. by the Bishop of Guadiana (Dur~
ango). 7 ff.
3. 1681. Copy of an order of the Bishop of Guadiana (Durango). 4 ff.
4. 1681. Ibid. 2 ff.
5. 1682. Letters of the cabildo of New Mexico to the vice~
roy. 15 ff.
6. 1682. Copy of a libransa for Governor Otermin from
Padre Ayeta. 3 ff.
7. 1682. Despatches and decisions concerning affairs of
the province following the uprising. 7 ff. ·
8. 1682. Copy of a patente of Padre Ayeta. 2 ff.
9. 1683. Document concerning the sendee of supply. 2 ff.
10. 1683. Testimony of Governor Otermin concerning Fray
Francisco de Vargas. 2 ff.
11. 1683. Copy of a declaration made by a Jumana Indian.
4 ff.
12. 1683. Documents concerning Indian affairs. (Copy of
the· original which is in the Archivo General, Provincias Internas, Torno 35;Exp. 2.) 18 ff.
13. 1683. Documents concerning emigration from El Paso.
50 ff.
14. 1685. Testimony cencerning services of the religious
of New Mexico. 2 ff.
15. · 1685. Letter of Fray Juan de Luzurriaga. 1 f.
16. 1685 Letter of the cabildo. 1 f. ·
17. 1685. Letter of the Padre Custodio. 2 ff.
18. 1685. Papers concerning "good government." 8 ff.
19. 1686. Letter of the cabildo. 1 f.
20. 1686. Certification by Governor Cruzate. 1 f. ·
21. 1686. lnforme of Padre Posadas concerning New Mex'ico. 12 ff.
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22. 1686. Ibid. 13 ff.
23. 1686. Ibid. 12 ff.
24. 1686. Ibid. 24. ff.
25. 1686. Memorial of Padre Posadas. Incomplete. 2 ff.
26. 1686. Journey of Mendoza to the Jumanas. (Copy of
the original which is in the Archivo General, Provincias Internas, Torno 37, Exp. 4, ff. 59 et seq.) 85 ff.
Legajo 3.
1. Various documents concerning New Mexico. 53 ff. (Contains a MS copy of the letter of Escalahte concerning
the Pueblo revolt and an incomplete relation )Vhich
seems to be the continuation of Escalante's letter. Cf.
the Doc. 11ara la Hist. cle Mex., 3rd series. The National
Library· does not possess a copy of the third series, so
that it was impossible to compare it with the MS.)
la. The continuation of the incomplete relation that is in
number 1. 64 ff.
2. 1688. Copy of an appointment granted to Capt. Crist6val
Tapia by Governor Reneros de Posada. 1 f.
3. 1688. Copy of an appointment as cum-mayor, vicario,
and juez eclesiastico granted to Fray Francisco de
Vargas by the Bishop of quadiana (Durango). 2 ff.
4. 1684-1685. Various documents concerning the affairs
of New Mexico. (Copy of the originals which are in
the Archivo General, Provincias Internas, Torno 37,
Exp. 4.) 190 ff.
·
5. 1689. Various autos ·concerning the affairs of New
Mexico. 130. ff.
6. 1690's Papers pertaining to New Mexico. 20 ff.
7. Documents concerning the restoration of New Mexico
by Governor Don Diego de Vargas. (Another copy is
in the Archivo General, Historia, Torno 2.) 135 ff.

Legajo 4.
1. 1692. Posesi6n in favor of the custodia granted by Governor de Var:gas. 2 ff.

308

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

1a. Certification by Governor de Vargas. 1 f.
2. 1692. Posesi6n granted to Fray Francisco Corbera. 1 f.
3. 1692. Petition of Fray Juan Muiioz de Castro. 3 ff.
4. 1692. Document of Governor de Vargas concerning the
jurisdiction of the religious. 10 ff.
5. 1693. Testimonio of the autos de guerra concerning the
campaigns in New Mexico. 143 ff~
6. 1694. Noticias ciertas by the religious who assist in the
Indian pueblos of New Mexico. 2 ff.
7. 1694. Parece1· of the religious of the province. 1 f.
8. 1694. Letter of Fray Francisco de Vargas. 1 f.
9. 1694. Noticia cierta of what occurred in the entrada
to New Mexico. 2 ff.
10. 1695. Letter of Padre Corbera: 2 ff.
11. 1695. Certification .concerning P. Fr. Diego Sainos.
2 ff.
.
12. 1695. Letter of Padre Arbisu. 1 f.
13. 1696-1698. Documents concerning the death of missionaries. 10 ff.
14. 1685. Autos concerning the proposals of Lazaro de
Musquina. (Copy of the original which is in the
Archivo General, Provincias Internas, Torno 35, Exp.
4.) 13 ff.
15. 1696. Traslado of documents remitted by P. Fr. Francisco de Vargas, Custodio of New Mexico. 46 ff.
16. 1696. Copy of a letter written by P. Fr. Francisco de
Vargas. 2 ff.
17. 1696. Letter of Fray Joseph Arbuisu. 2 ff.
18. 1696. Letter of P. Fr. Francisco de Vargas. 5 ff.
19. 1696. Miscellaneous documents concerning New Mexico. 3 ff.
20. Letter of P. Fr. Francisco de Vargas. 2 ff.
21. 1696. Copy of a letter of P. Fr. Francisco de Vargas.
2 ff.
22. 1696. Certification by Fray Diego de. Salazar. 1 f.
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23. 1696. Letter of P. Fr. Francisco de Vargas. 2 ff.
24. 1696. Diligencias of the Custodio of New Mexico to
prevent the revolt of the year 1696. 62 ff.
25. 1697. Autos cpncerning Governor de Vargas' opposition
to the appointment of Don Pedro Rodriguez Cubero as
governor. (Incomplete copy of the original which is in
the Archivo General, Frovincias Internas, Torno 36,
Exp. 1.) 20 ff ..
26. Letter of Joseph Sarmiento Valladares .. 1 f.
27. 1698. Certification by Governor Cubero. 2 ff.
28. 1699. Petition of some of the religious of New Mexico.
2 ff.
29; 1699. Information given by seven witnesses concerning
the causes of the revolt of 1680. 20 ff.
30. 1699. Documents relative to New Mexico and instructions of the missionaries. 186 ff.
Legajo 5.
1. 1700. Autos concerning the appointment of Capt. Don
Antonio de Valverde Cosio as commander of the presidio of El Paso. 148 ff.
2. 1700. Letter of Fray Buenaventura de Contreras. 1 f.
8. 1703. Letter of the cabildo to Padre Arguello. 2 ff.
4. 1703. Letter of Padre Arguello. 1 f.
5. Documents concerning the authority of the religious.
38 ff.
.
6. 1705. T~stimonio of representations made by Governor
Francisco Cuerbo y Valdez to the Viceroy. 118 ff.
6a. 1704. Testimonio concerning tlie foundation of the
mission of San Juan. 4 ff.
7. 1705. General muster of the citizens of New Mexico,
12 ff.
8. 1705. Miscellaneous documents concerning New Mexico.
(Copy of the original which is in the Archivo General,
Provincias Internas, Torno 37.) 90 ff.
21

'I
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1706. Cost and receipt of ammunition. (Copy of the
original which is in the· Archivo General, Provincias
Internas, Torno 36, Exp. 5.) 28 ff.
10. 1705-1707. Various autos concerning New Mexico. 20
ff..
.
9.

11. 1706. Diary of Ulibarri.. (Copy ofthe original which is
in the Archivo General, Provincias Internas, Torno 36,
Exp. 4.) 24 ff.
·
12.

1706. Testijicaciones y certificaciones. (Copy of the
originals which are in the Archivo General, 'Provincias
lnternas, Torno 36, Exp. 2.) 230 ff.
Legajo 6.

1.
2~

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

1708. Certification from New Mexico concerning the
celebration of the accession of Philip V. 1 f.
The second part of the Testijicaciones y certijicaciones
in Legajo 5, No. 12. (Copy of the originals which are
in the Archivo General, Provincias lnternas, Torno 36,
Exp. 2, 3.) 192 ff.
·
1709-1717. Disagreements between the Governor and
the Custodio. 62 ff.
1711. Various diligencias, 108 ff.
1711. Document concerning the service of supply. 15 ff:
1711. Autos remitted by the Governor, Marques de la
Pefiuela, concerning Indian affairs. 20 ff.
1711. Miscellaneous documents concerning the Indians.
80 ff.
.

8. 1711-1712. Petition of the Governor to the Custodio, and
the latter's reply. 19 ff.
9. 1712. Letters of the religious. 2 ff.
10. 1712. Letters of Governor Flores Mogollon. 1 f.
11. 1712. Autos concerning Indian affairs in El Paso. 56 ff.
12. 1713. Copy of a representation made by the discretorio
of New Mexico to the Real Acuerdo. 1 f.
13. 1713. Letter to thei Viceroy concerning an entrada to
the Moquis. 1 f.
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14.

1713. Miscelhmeous documents concerning New Mexico. 14. ff.
15. 1714. Letter from Parra! to the Comisario General. 1 f.
16. 1714. Autos concerning Indian affairs. 52 ff.
17. 1715. Lette1· of Fray Carlos Delgado. 1 f.
18. 1715. Letter of Joseph deB-?-. 2 ff.
18a. 1715. Letter of Fray Carlos Delgado. 1 f.
19. 1715. Various documents concerning the Indians. 20 ff.
20. 1718. Certification by Governor Valverde. 1 f.
21. 1715. Letters of the religious 3 ff.
22. 1718. Letters of the religious. 4 ff.
23. 1719. A1dos resulting from the consultation of the
Governors of New Mexico and "Parra!" concerning the
intrusion of the French. 92 ff.
Legajo 7.
1721. Document concerning the privileges and exemptions of the religious. 44 ff.
2. 1721. Document concerning the li1nosnas for the missions of La Junta de los Rios. 3 ff.
3. 1722. Micellaneous documents concerning the New Mexican missions. 12 ff.
4. 1724. Representations by the soldiers of New Mexico
against the Governor. 15 ff.
5. 1725. Real ceclula concerning episcopal visitations of
missions. 2 ff.
6. 1725. Letter of Fray Pedro Navarrete. 1 f.
7. 1726. Certification by Brig. Don Pedro de Rivera and .
the Governor of New Mexico. 15 ff.
8. 1726. Various representations by the cabil_do and citizens
of Santa Fe. 116 ff.
9. 1726. Various documents concerning the New Mexican
missions. 84 ff.
9a. 1727. Certification by Governor B).lstamente. 2 ff.

1.
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9b. 1727. Letter of the religious. 2 ff.
10. 1727. Various documents concerning missions. 2 ff.
11. 1727. Visita of the missions of the Presidencia of the
Rio Grande. 13 ff.
12. 1727. Visita of the missions of the Rio Grande by Fray
Miguel Sevillano de Paredes. 42 ff.
13. 1728. Letter of Bishop Crespo. 1 f.
14. 1728. List of missions and other documents. 4 ff.
15. 1728. Letter of Bishop Crespo. 2 f.
16. 1728. Visita of missions. 11 ff.
17. 1728. Letter of Fray Luis Martinez Clemente. 1 f.
18. 1728. Letter of Bishop Crespo; 4 ff.
19. . 1728. Incomplete documents concerning ecclesiastical
affairs 1 f.
20. 1728-1730. Various documents concerning New Mexico.
23 ff.
21. 1729. Letter of Bishop Crespo. 2 ff.
22. 1729. List of the religious of the Province of Santo
Evangelio.
23. 1729. Copy of a real cedula concerning the visita by
Bishop Crespo. 1 f. .
24. 1730. Papers pertaining to New Mexico. 7 ff.
25. 1730. Various documents concerning' New Mexico.
20 ff.
26. 1730. Testimonio concerning an entrada of the religious
·to the Moquis. 2 ff.
27. 1730. Various letters of the religious of New Mexico.
8 ff.
28. 1730. Testimonio of a despatch of the Superior Government to the Bishop of Durango concerning the appointment of a juez eclesiastico for the New Mexican
missions. llff.
'
29. 1731. Inventory of the furnishings of the missions of
N. Sra. de Guadalupe de la Junta de los Rios. 1 f.
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30. 1731. Various documents concerning the New Mexican
missions. 52 ff.
32. 1731. Petition of the viceroy. 1 f.
'
32a. 1731. Testimonio concerning the foundation of the
presidio of San Juan Bautista. 2 ff.
33. 1731. Consulta of Fray Carlos Delgado. 3 ff.
34. 1731. Letter of Fray Juan de la Cruz. 6 ff.
35. 1731. Document concerning the visita of the Bishop
of Durango. 4 ff.
36: 1731. Copy of a document sent to the King by P. Fr.
Francisco Seco. the Provincial, in defense of the privileges of the New Mexican missions. 9 ff.
37. 1731. Letter of Fray Juan Antonio Sanchez. 1 f.
38. 1731. Petition of P. Fr. Pedro Esquer. 5 ff.
39. 1731. Letter of Fray Lerchundi. 2 ff.
40. 1731. Letters of Fray Carlos Delgado. 6 ff.
41. 1731. Declaration of Fray Juan del Pi no. 3 ff.
42. 1731. Copy of recaudos belonging to New Mexico. 7 ff.
43. .1731. Copy of letters written to the Comisario 'General by the religious of New Mexico. 4 ff.
44. 1731. Testi[icaci6n of Padre Lerchundi. 3 _ff.
44a. 1731. Visita of Padre Menchero. 19 ff.
45. 1731. Petition against Governor Bustamente and the
alcaldes mayores. 14 ff.
46-54. 1731. Letters of the religious. 9 ff.
55. 1732. Representation made to the King by Comisario
General Fray Fernando Alonso Gonzales defending the
missions of New Mexico and their freedom from episcopaL jurisdiction. (Printed.) 14 pp.
56./ 1732.''CU:entas of th-e Ne~ Mexican ~issions. 83 ff.
57. 1734. ·Thte~ le·tt~i·s' ~f F~ay J~~eph Ortes d~ Velasco.
6 ff.:
.. ,
.
58-65. 1734-1737. Letters of the religious. 9 ff.
66. 173'7. Certification by Fray Andres Varo. 1· f.
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-66a. 1737. Letter of Fray Andres Varo. 4 ff.
67 .. 1737. Letter of Fray Marqueda. 1 f.
68. 1737. Letters of the religious. 3 ff.
69. 1738. Letter of the Bishop of Durango. 3 ff.
70. 1738. Letter of Fray Villaroel. 2 ff.
71. 1738. Letter from the religious of New Mexico. 4 ff.
72. 1738. Letter of Fray Antonio del Sacramento. 1 f.
73. 1738. Letter of Fray Juan Garcia. 1 f.
74. 1738. Letter of Fray Juan Bermejo. 1 f.
75. 1739. Letters of the religious. 7 ff.
76. 1739. Real cedula. 3 ff.
77. 1739. Ibid. 2 ff.
7R 1739. Ibid. 3 ff.
79. 1739. Ibid. 3 ff.
80. 1739. Copy of number 75. 6 ff.
Legajo 8.
1. 1741. Letter of Padre Menchero. 1 f.
2. 1741. Petition concerning the mission of Zuni. 3 ff.
3. 1741. Petition of Fray Juan Miguel Menchero. 3 ff.
4-15. 1742-17 44. Various letters concerning New Mexico.
.
15 ff.
15a. 1744. Relation by Padre Sedelmair of his journey to
Moqui. 3 ff.
16-17. 1744. Two copies of the informe of Padre Menchero.
(Another copy is in the Archivo General, Historia,
Torno 25.)
18. 1745. Estado of the New Mexican missions. 1 f.
19. 1745. Letter of Fray Carlos Delgado. 6 ff.
20-24; 1745. Various letters concerning New Mexico. 7 ff.
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1746. Instrumento by Dr. Joseph Antonio Cavallero~
Oidor of the Real Audiencia. 8 ff.
26. 1747. Order of the Viceroy concerning the missions.
2 ff.
27. 1747. Certification in favor of the El Paso missions.
3 ff.
28. 1747. Parecer of the Real A udiencia concerning the
presidio of N. Galicia. 5. ff .
. 29. 1747. Various letters concerning New Mexico. 4 ff.
30. 1747. Certification by Don Manuel San Juan. 1 f.
31. 1747. Certification by the Governor of New Mexico.
2 ff.
32. 1747. Various documents concerning the missions.
10 ff.
·33. 1747. Incomplete 'document concerning ecclesiastical
affairs. 3 ff.
34. 1747. Letter toP. Fr. Juan Joseph Perez Miraval. 1 f.
35. 1748. Various letters concerning New Mexico. 7 ff. ·
36. 1748. Patente of the Padre Custodio. 2 ff.
37. 1748. Certification by Fray Esmamera. 2 ff.
38. 1743-17 48. Indictment against Fray Francisco Gonzales de la Concepcion. 18 ff.
· 39. 1748. 'fe.<5timonio in favor of the missions of E(Paso.
3 ff.
40. 1748. Testimonio of Vice-Custodio Blanco concerning
the missions of El Paso. 5 ff.
41. 1748. Ibid. 3 ff.
42. 1748. Certification by Geronimo de Zevallos. 1 f.
43. 1748. Letter of Fray Francisco Guzman. 2 ff.
44. 1748. Letter of Fray Miraval. 1 f ..
45. 1748. Documents concerning the . repopulation of the
. mission of Sandia. 11 ff.
25.
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1748. Two letters of Vice-Custodia Saavedra. 4 ff.
1748. Documents concerning the repopulation of the .
mission of Sandia. 10 ff.
48-50. 1748. Three letters of Padre Menchero. 3 ff.
51. 1748. Testimonio concerning the missions of El Paso.
9 ff.
52. 1748. Letter of Padre Menchero. 2 ff.
53. 1748. Letter of Antonio Zamora. 1 f.
54. 1749. Letter of Governor Cachupin. 2 ff.
55. 1749. Two letters to P. Fr. Manuel Vermejo. 4 ff.
56. 1749. Copy of the infor·me of Don Juan de Ordenal.
13 ff.
46.
47.

57. 1749. Informe concerning New Mexico. 19 ff.
58. 1749. Informe concerning the missions of La Jumta
de los Rios. 6 ff.
59. 1749. Letter of Padre Menchero. 1 f.
60. 1749. Various documents concerning missions. 13 ff.
61. 1749. Ibid. 4 ff.
62. 1749. Letter of Ordenal. 2 ff.
63. 1749. Various letters from New Mexico. 4 ff.
64. 1750. Letter of Bernabe Manuel Montafias. 1 f.
65. 1750. Relation of the entrada made by.Padre Sedelmair.
6 ff.
66. 1750. Information concerning the missions of Cebolleta
and Encinal. (Another copy is in the Archivo General,
Historia, Torno 25.) 10 ff.
67. 1750. lnforme of P. Fr. Juan Sanz de Lezaun and Fr.
Manuel Vermejo. 7 ff.
·
·
68. . 1750. Certification by· the missionaries of baptisms
marriages, and burials in their several jurisdictions.
19 ff.
69. 1750. Informe of Vice-Custodio Fray Manuel Trigo to
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70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
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the Viceroy denying the charges of Don Juan de Ordenal. 11 ff.
1750. Reply made by the religious to the charges of
Don Juan de Ordenal. 22 ff.
1750. Certification in favor of Padre Pino. 3 ff.
1750. Informe of Padre Delgado. 4 ff.
1750. Letter of Padre Delgado. 1 f.
1750. lnforme of P. Fr. Juan Joseph Oronzoro to the
Custodio concerning the charges of Don Juan de Ordenal. 3 ff.
1750. lnforme by P. Fr. Andres Garcia concerning the
personal services of the New Mexican Indians. 2 ff.
1750. Thirteen certifications by the alcaldes mayores.
14 ff.
1750. Certific~tion by Padre Paez. 3 ff.
1750. Certification by .Alfrez D. Francesco Guerrero
in favor of the custodia. 2 ff.
·
1750. Fifteen certifications by the religious concerning the receipt of sinodos. 36 ff.
1750. Diligencias by the Vice-Custodio concerning the
receipt of sinodos. 86 ff.
1750. A census of the New Mexican missions. 97 ff.
1750. lnforme of PP. Fr. Juan .Sanz de Lezaun1 and
Fr. Manuel Vermejo. 13 ff.

.

Legajo 9.
1. Petition requesting that the Franciscans be retained in
the four missions which have been ordered secularized
by'the Bishop of Durango. 4 ff.
2. Letter of Fr. Juan Bapta. Dossal. 1 f.
3. Various documents concerning New Mexico. 7 ff.
4. Approval of the accounts; etc. 1 f.
5. · Noticia. communicated·to'the alcalde ·mayor of·the Pueblo of San Juan. 1 f.
·· · '
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6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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Description of N. V1zcaya and N. Mexico. 3 ff.
List of the missionaries of New Mexico. 1 f.
History of the Custodios of New Mexico. 8 ff.
Various informes concerning New Mexico. 44 ff.
1750~s Various documents concerning New Mexico.
5 ff.
11. 1751. Letter of Fray Villavicencio. 2 ff.
12. 1751. Testimony concerning the missions. 8 ff.
13. 1751. Letter of Fray Padro de Ugarte. 1 f.
14. 1752. Letter of Fray Jacobo de Castro. l f.
15. 1751. Document concerning various matters pertain- ing to Sinaloa, California, Rio Colorado, etc. 7 ff.
16. · 1751. Copy of number 12. 14 ff ..
17. 1751. Informe by Padre Custodio Varo. 30 ff.
18. 1751. Testimonio concerning New Mexico. 8 ff.
19. 1752. Ibid. 9 ff.
20. 1752. Letters of the religious of New Mexico. 8 ff.
21. 1752. Letter of Fray Manuel Naxera. 2 ff.
22. 1752. Various documents concerning New Mexico.
5 ff.
23. 1752. Ibid. 5 ff.
24. 1753. Letter of Juan Felix Marquez. 4 ff.
25. 1753. Letters of the religious. 18 ff.
26. 1753. Testimonio concerning a visita of the missions.
6 ff.
27. 1753. Letters of the religious. 2 ff.
28. 1753. Documents concerning the settlement of Abiquiu. 1 f.
29. 1754. Letter of Padre Cayuela. 1 f.
30. 1754. Estado of the missiqns. 12 ff.
31. 1755. Visita of the missions by I'adre Jacobo de Castro.
16 ff.
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32. 1755. Letter of Joseph Baca. 1 f.
33. 1756. Letter of Fray Ortiz. 1 f.
34. 17 56. Visita of the missions of San Juan Bautista and
San Bernardo del Rio Grande del Norte. 9 ff.
35. 1756. Various documents concerning New Mexico. 16
ff.
36. 1756. Visita of the missions of San Juan Bautista and
San Bernardo. 2 ff.
37. 1756. Letter of Fray Maria Ana Francisco de los
Dolores. 2 ff.
·
38. 1757. List of the missionaries of New Mexico. 1 f.
39. 1758. Letter of Fray Estarrana. 1 f.
40. 1758. Letter of Fray Jacobo de Castro. 1 f.
41. 1758. Ibid. 1 f.
42. 1758. Var-ious documents concerning New Mexico. ·
11 ff.
48. 1761. Ibid. 4 ff.
49. 1761. In forme of Fray Serrano. (Copy is in the Archivo
General, Historia, Torno 25.) 13 ff.
I

50. 1761. Borrador of a document which preceded the informe of Fray Ser.rano. 6 ff.
51. 1761. Documents concerning accounts. 6 ff.
52. 1761. Letter of Fray Antonio de la Rosa. 1 f.
53. 1761. Copy of an inforrne by Fr. Serrano, Fr. Antonio
de la Rosa, and Fr. Andres Varo. 53 ff.
54. 1762. Various letters concerning New Mexico. 8 ff.
55. 1762. Document concerning the missions of the Colegio
da Ia Cruz on the Rio Grande. 2 ff.
56. 1763. Document concerning ecclesiastical affairs. 2 ff.
57. 1763. Letter of Fray Diego Ximenez. 2 ff .
.58. 1764. Relation concerning the missions of the presidencia of the Rio Grande del Norte. 2 ff.
59. 1765. Summary of the informe of Bishop Tamar6n.
5 ff.
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Legajo 10.

1.

1766.-1767. Various documents concerning missions.
20 ff.
2. 1766. Letter of Fray Manuel de Naxera. 2 ff.
3. 1768. Copy of a testimonio remitted by the Provincial
concerning the desire of the Bishop of Durango to
secularize four of the New Mexican missions. 3 ff.
4. 1769. List of the religious. 1 f.
5. 1769. Letters of Fray Pablo Antonio Perez. 4 ff.
6. 1767. Letter of the bishop of Michoacan. 1 f.
7. 1767. Various documents concerni,ng missions. 5 ff.
8. 1767. Ibid. 11 ff.
9. 1768. Ibid. 2 ff.
10. 1769. Ibid. 5 ff.
11. 1769. Ibid. 7 ff.
12. Description of the government of the m1sswns of
Xemes and Isleta. (Another copy is in the Archivo
General, Historia, Torno 25.) 2 ff.
12a. 1772. Document concerning Comanches. 4 ff.
13. Document concerning the Jesuit missions. 7 ff.
14. , Compendido del diario. 6 ff.
15. 1770. Letter of Fray Joseph Ruiz. 1 f.
16. 1772. Inventory of the mission of San Juan Bautista.
15 ff.
17. 1773. Accounts. 1 f.
18. 1773. Letter of Bucareli. 2 ff.
19. 1775. Diary 'of Escalante's entrada to Moqui. (Another
copy is in the Archivo General, Historia, Torno 25.)

20~2:. ff~o~r documents co.ncerning the ."Governl!lent" ~f
.

.

,

•.·

New Mexico. 8 ff.
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24. 1776. Representation by Capt. Salvador Palma of the
Yumas. (Another copy is in the Archivo General, Misiones;Tomo 15.) 13 ff.
·
25. 1776. Letter of Fray Escalante concerning the government of New Mexico. 2 ff. ,
26. 1776. Letters of Garces, Dominguez, and others. 4 ff.
27. 1776. Letter of Bucareli. 2 ff.
28. 1772. Decree of the Viceroy concerning the new method
for the direction of the New Mexican missions. 6 ff.
28a. 1775. Diario de Moqui. 16 ff.
29. 1776. Document concerning the journey made by Padre
Menchero in the company of the Governor of New
Mexico. 1 f.
30. 1769. Letter of Fray Cayuela. 1 f.
.
31. 1776. Certification of v.isitas juridicas in New Mexico.
--~~===~~=:(f'-~=~~==-o=•~=o~Z==·=~- ==·==~=-o·.==~=-=·=-~~~·~=~~~=·-=~=~o==~~~==·l
32. 1776. Letters of Escalante and Dominguez. 6 ff.
·
·
33. 1776. Compendio del viage, Dominguez. 2 ff.
34. 1776. Puntos concerning the government of New Mexico; 4 ff.
·
35. 1776. Document concerning the missions. 2 ff.
36. 1776. Ibid, 4 ff.
37. 1776. Ibid. (Incomplete.) 2 ff.
38. 1776. Ibid. 7 ff.
39. 1777. Letters of D. Bernardo Miera y Pacheco, the
cartographer. 5 ff.
40. 1777, Accounts. 6 ff.
41. Ibid. 3 ff.
42. 1777. Puntos concerning the government of New Mexico. 4 ff.
43. 1777. Visita and description of New Mexico. The
author was probably Fray Domi;nguez. 135 ff.
44. 1777. Document concerning the sale of larid belonging
to the mission of Canada. 5 ff.

322
45.
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1777. Documents concerning the building of the
churches of Nra. Sra. de los. Dolores de Sandia and
San Lorenzo de Pecuries. 5 ff.
!
\
46. 1777. Puntas concerning the government of New Mex- ico. 2 ff.
47. 1777. Petition coneerning tariffs or duties. 2 ff.
48. 1777. Letter of Bucareli. 2 ff.
49. 1777. Puntos concerning the government of New Mexico. 2 ff.
·
50. 1777. Letter from Croix to Bucareli. 5 ff.
51. 1778. Description of the territory of the presid-io of
San Juan Bautista and its jurisdiction. 16 ff.
52. Estado of the missions of New Mexico and Tampico.
8 ff.
53. 1778. Letter of Fray Dominguez. 2 ff.
54. 1778. Letters· concerning missions. 2 ff.
55. 1779. Pedimiento of the Custodio. 1 f.
56. List of missions· and missionaries. 1 f.
57. Copy of an informe concerning Sonora and New Mexico. 2 ff.
58. 1779. Expedition of Anza and the death of Cuerno
Verde. (Another copy is in the Archivo General, Historia, Torno 25.) 10 ff.
59. 1779. Padrones or' New Mexico. 6 ff.
60. 1780. Letter concerning Governor Anza. 3 ff.
61. 1780. Providencias concerning the reconquest of Moqui.
(Copy is in the Archivo General, Historia, Torno 25.)
62. 1781. N oticia of the captives found in the rancherias
of the Rio Colorado. 2 ff.
63. 1781. Letter of Fray Barbastro to Fray Morfi. 2 ff.
64. · Letter of a venerable anciano, to his fellow citizens of
the Province of Sonora. 14 ff.
·
65. 1782. Letter of Padro Fages to Fray Morfi. 2 ff.
66. List of religious who have left New Mexico. 1 f.
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67. 1790. Letter of the Bishop of Leon. 2 ff.
68. 1792. Letters of the religious. 2 ff.
69. 1793. Incomplete document concerning ecclesiastical
affairs. 1 f.
70. · 1794. Estado of the New Mexican missions. 6 ff.
'
71. 1794. Incomplete copy of number 70. 5 ff.
72. 1795. Letter of Fray Prada. 1 f.
73. List of the religious. 8 ff.
74. 1799. Estado of the New Mexico missions. 2 ff.
75. 1801. Pueblos of the jurisdiction of El Paso. 1 f.
76. 1801. Ibid. 1 f.
77. 1803. List of the religious in New Mexico. 4 ff.
78. 1815. Ibid. 3 ff.
18):~; l'f2Pi£ifl2:J:!J~Q_f(L_9-_~ j;l_~ li~-~ ]}'Ie)_Cj~occn}_!s~~g~s;,l}~ =c c :o
1817. Estado of the New Mexico missions. 1 f.
List of the religious. 8 ff.
1794. Estado of the New Mexican missions. 1 f.
1792. Ibid. 1 f.
1790. Estado of the mission of Santa Clara. 1 f.
1789. Estado of the New Mexican missions. 1 f.
Instructions which Fray Dominguez is to observe in
his visita. 2 ff.
87. Document concerning the exploration of a road from
New Mexico to Sonora. 6 ff.
88. Treatise concerning the involuntary personal service
of the Mexican Indians. 80 pp.

19,_
80.
81.
82.
83.
· 84.
85.
86.
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The Valley Ranch, VaHey Ranch, New Mexico
A Sunn :,· J' lae e for

~::u n ny

People

N ever Cl osed
Tennis

Horsebnc:k Riding

! [untinr.f

Motoring-

Fishing

Dancing

"An Hospitable Inn, the ClJc•Prt\il Tien de vou s of

f-lolidaymali:t>rB' '

Simple, Homelike Inform ality

Concentrat(-'d Ccmfort . full

of R f' :".t <tnd \Vhol' '':OJnP llt'<;';

Magnificence of Scenery in All Directions
Postal Address,

Valley Ranch, New Mexico

Telegraphic Addre3s,

Glorieta, New Mexico

RIO ABAJO
I N RIO A BAJ O ghost s walk ,
At Socorro I sa w them ,
Three an d t wenty brown gowns , rope-girt ~mel sa mla1l ed.
By old Isleta ford,
Don Francisco de Coronado with his Spanish g·entlemenArmor-rust on their satin sl C•' \·e;,
1\now-f:>lits in theii· leathern g-n• :~n~s-·-·
Rode all down the cotton fic:Ll s
\Vhile the Teg-ua \va r-dnmis thundered

I

Oncl': in the dawn below Belen
Creaked t.he broad-wheeled carrda train
\\Those ~ ing!c g-uttering e:trHHe sho\vcd
\Vhere La Conquistndur a n.~dt:
To reconquest and old. pain.
Onet' by this saguan's ruined arch

lVlusie its wall : :> a!J;;orbed gw.(· back apun,
AB in the dusk gu itars were playing,

And on the stamped adobe floor
The d.anee still swaying .
Still is the Alameda sweet
\Vith sun-steeped petals strewn
Where late the twinkling monstrance pa;;sed,
Mid gol d more lucent than ii.R ovvn,
T o bless the fields aga in .
-Mary Aui>tin in .June Poetry.

I

